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« A Ges wt. 0 \ hon? that no > Man 
hall be compelled to do Things, to which the Law 
does not gblige him, nor forced to abſtain from. 
Things «whightbe Low permits. 

„The Conjun Hon of the Forces of di- 
viduals conſtitutes what we call the political, and 
the Cunjunction of their Wills, the civil State.“ 

Spirit of Laws, Vol. 1. p. 8. 184. Dub. Edit. 
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The en Tract was wrote in April 
laſt, in the Height of the great Famine: 


Since that Time, a fine Seaſon has pro- 


ducedꝭ the Peelent temporary Suſpention Not 
ſo dreadful a a. "4 the Author's 


Arguments, in Regard to the Neglect of 
Agriculture, are Hill equally ſtrong, it 

was nat vage : to make aby 
Alrerutious. 
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To His Gm JOHN, Due 


= # 4 


"chants aud General Governor of 
"TOFU VEE 


wy ne 

8 the procuring Happitiefs" to ame! 
conſtitutes the Eſſence of Royal Virtue 3 
ſo the Delegation of great Power, on great 
Abilities, forms the firſt Characteriſtic of Royal 
Wisdom. The Union of Wiſdom and Virtdd 
can loſe nothing, by app caring in a reflex Light. 
Majeſty receives back, "with greater Advantape, 


the Luſtre it communicates; and no People can 
be long unhappy under its Influence, but by their 


own Fault. 

His Majeſty, ever tender of the Welfare of 
his People, gave the ſtrongeſt Inſtance of pater- 
nal Affection, by appointing Your GRA, at this 
Time in particular, his Governor in Chief of 
His Kingdom of 7reland.” This Kingdom, which, 
from the Nature of its Climate and Soil, ſhould 


# be one of the happieſt, is at this Day one of 
the moſt miſerable, on Earth, It labors too of- 
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ten, and it labors now, under all the Diſtreſſes 
of a general Famine. Its ſpecific Wealth hath 
been long exhauſting, and is almoſt exhauſted, 


to prevent ſo dreadful a Calamity !_ 

To an indifferent By-ſtander, ſuch a Misfor- 
backs muſt appear the more unaccountable, as no 
People were ever better protected from without, 
none were ever more at Peace from within, than 


| thoſe intruſted at preſent to Your GracF's Go- 
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vernment! It muſt ſurely appear evident, that 


- no Nation, in ſuch an happy Situation, can long 


ſuffer under many of the moſt pungent Evils in- 


cident to human Nature, without one Dee 


in the Laws. Wy 
. With all their Diſtreſſos, My Lozn,: no . 


4 have evet exhibited ſtronger Marks of an un- 


feigned Loyalty; and the Extenſion of the Roy- 
al 1 even to thoſe who lye under ſe- 
pere legal Reſtraints, impoſeth a Gratitude, which 
the ſeuereſt cannot efface. One Part, however, 
of this Nation lyes a dead and inſupportable Bur- 
then on the other. A Million of the Inhabit- 
ants lead a lazy Life of Paſturage, and this ne- 
ceſſarily tends to Depopulation, The Laws con- 
fine them to very tranſient Tenures in Land, and 
even theſe. are limited in Profit. Thus a flux 
Property is created. Inſecurity begets a fugitive 
Intereſt ; and the Reaction between ems marrs 


all public Proſperity. IRA 
The 


1 

The laudable Efforts of his Majeſty's Proteſti- 
unt Subjects, to improve a Kingdom, waſted for 
many Ages by Civil Commotions, cannot be too 
much acknowledged. It muſt, however, give 
Your GRAcx ſingular Concern, to ſee ſuch Efforts 
fruſtrated, by the Inactivity of a Multitude of 
roving Graziers; to find ſo fine an Ifland, after 
this long Repoſe of ſeventy Years, over run with 
Bogs and Moraſſes, and the Produce of our Ma- 
nufactures exchanged for the Corn of diſtant 
Lands; while the beſt of our own lye fallow, 
for the moſt Part, ſince the Commencement of 
the preſent Century. | 
Such, My Lox, is the preſent State of Fe- 
land. And bad as it is, it is ſubmitted to, from 
the Apprehenſion of its becoming ſtill worſe, by 
the Participation of Conſtitutional Advantages. 
with a Set of Men, who are deemed Enemies 
to the Conſtitution itſelf. But the Roman-Catho- 
lics of Britain and Ireland, My Lorp, renounce 
all Principles incompatible with the Security of 
the preſent Civil Government. Whether it fa- 
vors or puniſhes; their Religion enjoyns Obe- 
dience. Ignorance may miſlead, and Faction 
may divert them from jt, in ſome Conjunctures; 
but Knowledge will hold them to it in 29, and 
a true Senſe of Duty muſt retain them to it in 
all. A general Subſervience to Duty is all that 


can be well expected from Mankind, in the pre- 
fr {ent 


vi 

ſent inperſet State of Things: And this Ba- 
lance of Religion, againſt the Suggeſtions of our 
corrupt Nature, tho' it ſhould not always pre- 
ponderate, is, however, one of the beſt Secu- 
rities e enn r or ever can re. 
dbeive. 
The folliing Sheets, My fin hive . 
written with the honeſt View of giving ſome 
Idea of theſe important Truths. Important as 
they are, ſome well-meaning Men, we appre- 
hend, will afford them but little Credit. Preju- 
dice, the Child of Inexperience, begat on Cre- 
dulity, will diſlike, at all Times, what it was 
once taught to hate. But Wiſdom, which calls 
every Opinion to a ſevere Account, will. not fo 
caſily impoſe on itſelf. Wiſdom; My Loxp, / it 
frould heſitate about the Myſteries, will never 
miſtake about the Morals, of Faith. It will not 
be long deciding on the Civil Belief of Roman 
Catholics: For it is abſurd to imagine, that Men 
who ſuffer for their dincerity in a religious Prin- 
ciple, ſhould not be equally ſincere in the poli- 
tical Principles ariſing out of it; wnleſs ſome. ſelf/h 
Motives, often more powerful than Princeple itſelſ, 
may interpoſe : But Men, inthe latter Caſe, My 
LokD, are eafily and ſoon detected; They * the 
Principle, they are not ted by ir. 

Tho it be unneceflary to inform Vour 3 
285 it is very proper to inform others, that Com- 


munion 


b 51 
munion with the See, doth not infer any neceflary 
Connexion with the tranſient Politics of the Court, 
of Ram. Religion is a ſtable Thing t But the 
Views of Courts may vary, and their Maxims 
muſt ſtand or fall, by the Evidence or Inevidence 
of their moral Pitneſs, It is not criminal in it- 
ſelf, at any Time, to profeſs the Religion of a 
Roman Pontiff; but it may be ſo at ſome Times, to 
yield Obedience to him, as a Naman Prince. I 
fay, My Lox, at ſome, not at all Times; becauſe 
ſeveral Popes have ſtrenuouſly preſſed on Roman 
Catholics thoſe Civil Daties, which the preſent 
has preſſed on Engliſb Catholics—a thorough 
Obedience to the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution. 

From ſuch Principles it muſt appear, that the 
Proteſtant Intereſt muſt, in all free Countries, be 
ſerved and ſtrengthenod by-gonſtitutional Secu- 
rity to all well - affected religious Diſſenters. It 
muſt, in Conſequence, be weakened by their 
Servitude; and the greater their Number, the 
greater the Weakneſs, 

Let us indulge ourſelves in the well- ground- 
ed Hope, that the Glory of removing the Evils 
we at preſent labor under, hath been reſerved 
for Your GRACR's Adminiſtration. 

I have preſumed, perhaps, tov much on Your 
GRACE's Patience ; but I have done ſo on a Sub- 
je, wherein Your Authority, as well as Hu- 


manity, is deeply concerned, and that wherein 
| neither 


[vat] 
neither can be exerted, but to the Advantage of 
the Public. The weakeſt Attempt to ſerve our 
Country is laudable; and mine will, in one Re- 
ſpect, be intitled to Your GRace's Benevolence, 
as it comes unincumbered with, the Immorality 


of F Ieapoſition, * , ar I) as of — 


J am, my Loxp, dee (05.7. 
n org ny 
With the — Reſpect, 
Your Graces | 


THE 


PROTESTANT Intereſt: * 


Conſidered relatively 


O THE 


Operation of the PoytRY-AcTs + 


« A Government may be ſo conſtituted, that no Man ſhall 
be compelled to do Things to which the Law does not 
oblige him, nor forced to abflain from T bings which the Law 
its.” | 
«© The Conjunction of the particular Forces of Individuals 
conſtitutes what we call the political, and the Conjuntion 
of their Wills, the civil State.“ 
Spirit of Laws, Vol. I. p. 8. 184. Dub. Edit, 
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To His Grace, JO HN, Duke 

of Bedford, Lord Lieutenant, Ge- 

neral, and General Governor of 
IRE LAN D. 


My Lon, „ eee 
I the procuring Happineſs to Mankind conſti- 
A tutes the Eſſence oyal Virtue, ſo the Dele- 
7 of great Power on great Abilities forms the 
1 eriſtic of Royal Wiſdom. The Union of 
Wiſdom and Virtue can loſe nothing by a gin 
a reflex Light. Majeſty receives back, with great Ad- 
vantage, the Luſtre it communicates, and no People 
can be long unhappy;under its Influence, but or their 
own' Fault, 
His Majeſty, ever tender of the welfare of his 
5 People, gave the ſtrongeſt Inſtance of paternal 
; AﬀeQtion, by by appointing Your Grace, at this Time in 
| ular, his Governor in chief of His Kingdom of 
1 This Kin m, which, from the Nature of 
its Climate and Soil, ſhould be one of the happi 
on Earth, is at this Day one of the moſt miſerable. 
Itlabors too often, and it labors' now, under all the 
Diſtreſſes of a general Famine. ' Its' ſpecific Wealth 
-hath been long exhauſting, and i . almoſt ee, 
hoy prevent fo dreadful a Ca 
To an indifferent  By-ſtander doch a Miflartuile 
aid appear the more unaccountable, as no People 
were ever better ed from without, none were 
ever more at Peace from within, than thoſe intruſted 
at preſent to Your Grace's Government! It muſt fare- 
ly appear evident, that ho Nation, in ſuch an hap 
Situation, can long ſuffer under many of the th 
-pungent Evils >. Huy to human Natures with- 
one Defect in the Lauvs. 
| A 2 With 
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With all their Diſtreſſes, no People have ever ex- 
Hibited ſtronger Marks of an unfeigned Loyalty; and 
the Extenſion of the Royal Benevolence, even to thoſe 
who lye under /evere legal Reftraints, impoſes a Gra- 
titude, which the /evere/ can not efface. One Part, 
however, of this Nation lyes a dead and inſupportable 
Burthen on the other. A Million of the Inhabitants 
lead a lazy Life of Paſturage, and this neceſſarily 
tends to Depopulation. The Laws confine them to very 
tranſient Tenures in Land, and even theſe are limited 
in Profit. Thus a flux Property is created. Inſecu- 
rity: begets a fugitive Intereſt; and the Reaction be- 

tween them, marrs all public Proſperity. 22 
The laudable Efforts of his Majeſty's Proteftant 
Subjects, to improve a Kingdom, waſted for many 
Ages by Civil Commotions, cannot be too much ac- 
knowledged. It muſt, however, give Your Grace ſin- 
- gular Concern, to ſee ſuch Efforts fruſtrated by the In- 
activity of a Multitude of roving Graziers; to find 
ſo fine, an Iſland, after this long Repoſe of ſeventy 
Vears, over-run with Bogs and Moraſſes, and the Pro- 
duce of our Manufactures exchanged for the Corn 
of diſtant Lands; while the beſt of our own lye fal- 


lo, for the moſt part, ſince the Commencement of 


Ae preſent Cenzu p d nt bas oro > 
Such, My 1 is the preſent State of Ireland. 
And bad as it is, it is ſubmitted to, from the Appre- 
henſion of its becoming ſtill worſe, by the Participa- 
tion of Conſtitutional Advantages with a Set of Men, 
who are deemed Enemies to the Conſtitution itſelf. 
But the Roman Catholics of Britain and Ireland, My 

Lord, renounce all Principles incompatible with the 
Security of the preſent Civil Government. Whether 
it favors or puniſnhes; their Religion enjoyns Obe- 
dience. Ignorance may miſlead, and Faction may 
divert them from it, in /ome Conjunctures; but Know- 
ledge will hold them to it in me/, and a true Senſe of 
Duty muſt retain them to it in all. A general Sub- 
ſervience to Duty is all that can be well expected 
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from Mankind, in the preſent imperfect State of 
Things : And this. Balance of Religion againſt the 
Suggeſtions of our corrupt Nature, tho” it ſhould not 
always preponderate, is, however, one of the beſt 
Securities that Government ever did, or ever can 
receive. 

The following Sheets, my-Lord, have been written 
with the honeſt View of giving ſome Idea of theſe im- 
portant Truths. Important as they are, ſome well-mean- 
ning Men, we apprehend, will afford them but little 
Credit. Prejudice, the Child of Inexperience begat on 
Credulity, will diſlike, at all Times, what it was once 
taught to hate. But Wiſdom, which calls every O- 
pinion to a ſevere Account, will not ſo eaſily im- 
poſe on itſelf. Wiſdom, my Lord, F it ſbould heſi- 
tate about the Myſteries, will never miſtake a- 
bout the Morals of Faith. It will not be long decid- 
ing on the Civil Belief of Roman Catholics: For it 
is abſurd to imagine, that Men who ſuffer for their 
Sincerity in a religious Principle, ſhould not be equally 
ſincere in the political Principles ariſing out of it; un- 
leſs ſome ſelfiſh Motives, often more powerful than Prin- 
ciple itſelf, may interpoſe : But ſuch Men, my Lord, 
are eaſily and ſoon detected; They lead the Principle, they 
are not led by it. ; 

Tho” it be unneceſſary to inform Your Grace; yet 
it is very proper to inform others, that Communion 
with the See, doth not infer any neceſſary Connexion 
with the tranſient Politics of the Court, of Rowe. 
Religion is a ſtable Thing: But the Views of Courts 
may vary, and their Maxims muſt ſtand or fall, by 
the Evidence or Inevidence of their moral Fitneſs. 
It is not criminal in itſelf, at any Time, to profeſs the 
Religion of a Roman Pontiff ; but it may be ſo at ſome 
Times, to yield Obedience to him as a Roman Prince. I 
ſay, my Lord, at /ome, not at all Times; becauſe ſeveral 
Popes have ſtrenuouſly preſſed on RomanCatholicsthoſe 
Civil Duties, which the preſent has preſſed on Engliſh 

— Catholics. 
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1.4 WE 
Cathalics—a thorough Obedience to the eſtabliſhet 
Conſtitution. - | 4 
From fuch Principles it muſt appear, that the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, muſt, in all free Countries, be ſerved 
and ftrengthened by conſtitutional Security to all 
well- affected religious Diſſenters. It muſt, in Conſe- 
quence, be weakened by their Servitude ; and the 
greater their Number, the greater the Weakneſs. 
Let us indulge ourſelves in the well-grounded 
Hope, that the Glory of removing the Evils we at 
preſent labor under, hath been reſerved for Your 
Grace's Adminiſtration, F 
I have preſumed, perhaps, too much on your Grace's 
Patience; but I have done fo on a Subject, wherein 
Your Authority, as well as Humanity, 1s deeply con- 
cerned, and that wherein neither can be exerted but 
to the Advantage of the Public. The weakeſt At- 
tempt to ſerve our Country is laudable; and mine will, 
in one Reſpegt, be intitled to your Grace's Benevolence, 
as it comes unincumbered with the Immorality of Im- 
poſition, or Baſeneſs of Adulation. 


1 am, my Lox, 


with all due Reſpect, 


April 8, Your Grace's 
1757+ | 
moſt obedient Servant, 


0 The Author. 
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Proteſtant Intereſt, &c. 


HEN we conſider this Country, as an Iſland 
W in the Extremities of the Weſt; the /afe/# 
of any from the Deſigns, and the remoteft of all from 
the Inſults, of the great Powers on the Continent ; 
we muſt acknowledge the ſingular Happineſs of ſuch 
a Situation. From that Security chiefly, the old 
Inhabitants derived great and ſolid Advantages ; the 
Eſtabliſhment of a free Form of Government; the 
Extenſion of Commerce; the Cultivation. of uſeful 
Arts, and finally, the Glory of rendering this Coun- 
try, during three ſucceſſive Centuries, the Mart of 
Knowledge and Literature to the Weſtern' World. 
Certain it is, however, that this Happineſs of Situa- 
tion is much more favorable, in many Reſpects, to 
the preſent Generation, than it was to their Predeceſ- 
ſors. Safe, where they were moſt expoſed, we are 
connected with the Inhabitants of another Iſland, 
circumſtanced fo, by Identity of original, by Laws, by 
Language and by Manners, as to render this Con- 
nexion indiſſoluble; and ſituated ſo as to guard us, on 
the one Side, like a Wall of Braſs, from RE. Am- 
bition; and on the other, from the greater Danger 
of Party- Diſtinctions or domeſtic Treachery among 
ourſelves. We may be ſafe, becauſe we have no- 
thing to fear from thoſe popular Evils which gro- 
out of Liberty itſelf ; and which, however dangerous, 

| A 4 in 


in ſome Periods, to the Parent Country, can be (a) 
but little ſo, to the dependent Country in any, until the 
former is ſet in a Flame, and the Fury of Civil War 
is communicated to the Extremities, as well as in- 
terior Parts, of the whole Empire. In Treland, private 
Ambition is curbed by the very Nature of the Go- 
vernment; becauſe it is evident, that no Adva 
immediate or contingent, can be here derived from the 
Folly of Faction, or (b) the Virulence of religious 
Prejudices. ö | 

he People, who put us under this moft advanta- 
us Circumſtance, have procured us thereby that 
nel which they cannot always enjoy them- 
ſelves: At the ſame Time, they have removed 
every Uneaſineſs from us, which this Circumftance 
muſt otherwiſe be attended with. Their civil Con- 
ſtitution, the beſt calculated for improving the Means, 
and their Laws, in general, the beſt framed for ob- 
taining the Ends of public Happineſs, are not con- 
fined with an imperial Haughtineſs to their own Ag- 
grandiſement alone. They diſtribute, with a liberal 
land, thoſe Advantages to their out-lying Provinces; 
without cloſing up the Channels of Commerce in any; 
except only in the View of ſtrengthening the princi- 
Source of it, and of giving a more commodious 
irculation to the vital Spring of all our Wealth and 
Power. Upon the whole; we certainly are no Loſers, 
but great Gainers, did we but cultivate the Branches 
of Buſineſs left open to our Induſtry : And, whatever 
12 Intereſts we may relinquiſh ; whatever 

Complaiuts ſome very well-meaning Men may throw 
out, in Regard to this Diſtribution of commercial 
Juſtice; certain it is, that we make but a ſmall Sa- 
crifice to the Parent-Country, for the great Security we 
enjoy, above any other People on the Records of Hiſtory. 
We have nothing to fear from thoſe external Blows, 


fa) See the Biſho of Cloyne's Queries in the Pos rsczirr. 
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againſt 
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againſt which the moſt powerful Nations muſt be 
perpetually guarding, not only to the Mglect, but too 
often to the undoing of their domeſtic Oeconomy ; 
and we have little elſe to mind, but to turn all aur 
Thoughts, as we certainly muſt turn all our Induſtry, 
inward; if we mean ever to emerge out of our pre- 
fent calamitous Condition; to improve and extend 
our Manufactures; to encourage Tillage to a Degree 
which alone can render thoſe Manufactures uſeful 
to reclaim our waſte Lands, and ſacrifice no longer 
the Peace, the Wealth and good Senſe of the Pub- 
lic, to unmeaning Diſtinctions, or thoſe Eccleſiaſtical 
Squabbles which never did Good, but great Miſchief 
in every Country ; but which alone can produce any 
Diviſions in our own, 

By planting this Country with Engliſh, on the Ex- 
tinction of the old Inhabitants; Britain reſerved to 
itſelf, very naturally, the ſuperior Adminiſtration of 
our Government, together with the Superintendence 
of our interior Oeconomy, ſo far as it relates to that 
Prerogative. It is evident, that ſuch a Reſervation. 
ſhuts up every Avenue to the Hope or Fear of any 
Succeſs for the future, from the Ambition or Diſaſſec- 
tion of Parties, civil or religious, within this Country : 
Nor can any Retroſpect to former Times, blunt the 
Force of this Poſition, —In the anterior to the late 
Revolution, the preſent Conſtitution did not thorough- 
ly take Place; becauſe a great Party ſubſiſted, even 
down from the Time of Henry the Seventh, in a 
State of Oppoſition at all Times, and in a State of 
Civil War in many, to the Law which eſtabliſhed 11. 
Nothing is more certain than, and Hiſtory will ſuf- 
ficiently warrant the Fact, that the old Inhabitants 
wanted to ſhake off their Dependency upon England, 
and to avail themſelves, in that View, of all the Teme- 
rity of Civil, as well as all the Force of Eccleſiaſtical 
Ambition. Their Oppoſition had a Meaning, tho' a 
bad one. - Oppoſition, from any Party of the preſent 
Generation, can have no Meaning at all; becauſe every 
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Object of Openfition is removed, until the ſame Cauſes 
' recur, until ſome New-comers diſturb the preſent, as 
ourſeves have diſturbed the od Inhabitants: an 
Event not to be dreaded, and a Proſpect too remote 
to entertain the moſt diſtempered, or flatter the moſt 
ſanguine Imagination, while Great Britain is poſſeſſed 
of any Power, or while we have any of our own.—1re- 
land = been a long Time in the Hands of Zngh/bmen : 
All ad Pretenſions to Power and Property are buried 
with the People who revived them. The preſent Con- 
ſtitution hath taken Place in Fa#, as well as in Lau, 
in the Hearts as well as Heads of our People. We 
mean to ſupport it, we can not oppoſe it; and the 


TR Party who did, are now no more.—lIt can not, there- 


fore, in the Nature of the Thing, be at all poſſible, 
that any Set of Men among us, are now ſo harden- 


ed to common Senſe, and fo inflexible to their owns 


Intereſts, as to attempt the Diſturbance of a Govern- 
ment thus rivetted, and thus invulnerable from the 
Combination of ſo many external and internal Safe- 
uards.— The Papifls can not be this Set of Men; 
1 in Strictneſs of Speech, they can no longer 
be deemed a Party in the State; becauſe their Exiſt- 
ence, as a religious Community, depends upon their 
ood Conduct; and becauſe ſuch Conduct is their only 
Title to the Privileges due to good Subjects. 

Old Averſions may operate againſt any Govern- 
ment : But theſe Paſſions, like Opinions and Notions 
that depend upon Circumſtances of Time and Con- 
junctures, ſooner or later have their Periods. This 
is ſo true, that even the Pains of Severity itſelf be- 
come blunt by the very Habit of Suffering. If ſuch 
a Species of Apathy ſeized on any Set o People a- 
mong us, confiderable by their Moambers and more ſo 
by their Indigence and Inſig niſicancy; we ought, in ear- 


peſt, to 2 and dread this as a great Evil It 2 


would drag after it, in a Country like ours, a Train 
of numberleſs Miſchiefs ; and ſpread ſuch a Languor, 


as the wealthieſt Men in the State could not avoid 
ſeeing 
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ſeeing and feeling alſo. It would ſurely be eaſter to 
find a Remedy for all this, than a Reaſon for that 
Multiplicity of penal Laws, which King illiam 
would not paſs, and which, ſince his Days, have ren- 
dered the Papiſts what they are at preſent, an uſeleſs 
and dead Load on the Public. The Queſtion is not, 
how far ſuch Men can be rendered cool or indifferent, 
but how far they can be rendered uſeful to the Go- 
vernment; not whether they are well or ill- affected 
(the Conſequence at preſent being the ſame to the 
Public) but how far it is in the Power of Laws to 
make them ſo. King William hath diſarmed as well as 
favored them ſo far, that they have it not in their Pow- 
er or Will to offer us any active Injury. They have 
neither the Power nor Inclination to rebel; and f 
they had, good Laws muſt deprive them of the one, 
as well as the other. Protected likewiſe by the Power 
of Great Britain, and our own mighty Advantages of 
Legiſlation and Strength, we have nothing to fear, 
but a great deal to hope, from bettering their Condi- 
tion. Their Wealth muſt be our own; their Beg- * 
ry muſt be ſo alſo; and ſtrange it would be, if we 
had no better Expedient for our Security in Church 
and State, than continuing this Nation in a State of 
Weakneſs and Indigence, until penal Laws one Day 
or other removed the odious Cauſe; until the Extinc- 
tion of the Papiſts, in a hundred or two hundred 
Years hence, enabled us to ſeek abroad for Pro- 
m=_ Colontes to inhabit our Country, and reclaim 
thoſe Waſtes which are every Day ſpreading, and 
which, like the Overflowings of the Euphrates, are 
ſwallowing up ſo great a Part of the cultivated Lands 
contiguous to them. 

We have now enjoyed a State of profound Tran- 
quillity for near ſeventy Years. The Bounties of 
Nature have offered themſelves, and an uninterrupt- 
ed Peace hath forced them on us, with great Profu- 
ſion. This hath indiſputably been our Condition; 
and I believe Hiſtory can afford no Example N a 

ee 
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free People who have done leſs to improve it, during 
ſo long a Period. The Love of Fame, however it 
might have been à private, was far from being a na- 
tional Paſſion among us. — The Love of Wealth hath 
indeed produced ſome Emulation, not in generous 
Efforts to reſcue this Country from the” Obſcurity 
which clouded it for Ages, but in Attempts to figure 
in the neighbouring wealthy Iſland, and outdo one 
another at Home in Luxuries; while the Procurers, 
our Laborers, and Manufacturers, could hardly at 
beſt find themſelves a wretched Subſiſtance: I ſay 
our Manufacturers as well as Laborers : For, tho' our 
Linen ſaved this Country often from Ruin, tho! it 
brought in a Quantity of Specie unknown to our 
Anceſtors, and tho it flattered us long with great 
and durable Wealth ; yet it only barely ſaved us for 
ſome Time. It procured us the Bread-Corn of va- 
rious Quarters of the Globe; and after all, a dread-, 
ful Famine rages at this Day within our Bowels!— 
Our Lands are employed by the Roman Catholics in 
the lazy Occupation of Paſturage, to ſupply England 
with our Wool, and France with our Beef; the Pro- 
duce of which Staple Commodities went, and go 
ſtill, to purchaſe the Aſiatic Luxuries of the one, and 
the Wines of the other. —It would ſurely be great Im- 
pertinence to go into the Proofs of all this ; but it is 
none at all, to point out the Cauſes, and the Inutility 
of thoſe Laws againſt Induſtry, which conſtitute 
thoſe Cauſes. —The Popery Atts, and no other, have oc- 
cafioned all Ibis Miſery to the Kingdom. Our Frame 
of Government, our Soil, our Climate, our Situation, 
our undiſturbed State, all combine to render us as 
happy a People as any in Europe: We are at this Mo- 
ment the moſt miſerable /—Among two Millions of 
Inhabitants, two Thirds form the indigent, and per- 
haps cne Fourth the induſtrious Part of them. One 
Million at leaſt are virtually prohibited the Uſe of 
that Induſtry, which is moſt advantageous to the 
| Nation 8 
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Nation; becauſe they are not only excluded from 
durable Tenures in Land, but even from conſtitu- 
tional Profits upon the moſt tranſient, Here then hes 
the whole Myſtery! The People, thus excluded, and 
thus, I may ſay, /et logſe to beggar us, are forced to 
take Shelter in a lazy paſtoral Life, like the Tartars 
of Ala. They want quick Returns of a ſmall Pro- 

t. They muſt keep this flux Property not only 
within their Power, but as much as can be, within 
their Graſp. They will endeavor to procure Money 
by every means; but they will hardly lend any, be- 
cauſe perſonal Security is ſubject to a thouſand Miſ- 
chances, and becauſe the Laws allow them no other. ' 
They will occupy Lands at any Price, to keep their 
Funds from Diſſipation; and they wilt avoid the Cul- 
ture of thoſe Lands, to avoid certain Ruin, and pre- 
vent Leaſes in Reverſion. Proteſtant Undertakers 
will be hereby diſcouraged ; as ſuch Perſons will ne- 
ver ſubmit to the Drudgery of Slaves; and as the 
Providence of the Generality of Protefant Landlords 
extends, for obvious Reaſons, rather to the imme- 
diate, than the remote Profit Thus do our Affairs 
ſtand, and thus do our 'Papifts at preſent naturally 
connect our growing Waſtes, with their Self-Defence ; 
and proportion their tranſient Improvements, in 
Lands and Houſes, to their tranſient Terms of Oc- 
cupation: The want of any firm and free Property 
among Tenants, will certainly put a Stop to Agricul- 
ture. Our Linen Manufacture will ſerve only to 
keep the hopeful Traffic of Paſturage alive, for the 

Uſe of France and England, and to import hither the 
Corn of the old and new World! Thus in fine it is; 
and thus have the Penal Laws of our laſt Stuart» 
Reign operated in Favor of the Proteflant Intereſt! / 


Countries which ſtand in need of Induſtry require a mild 
and moderate Government. — Spirit of Laws, Vol, I. p. 338, 


* The 
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The Idea of a Proteſtant Interef (as another 


Writer hath obſerved before me) like many other 
complex Ideas, may be made to include many unre- 
lative Notions, which until we ſeparate in our Minds, 


our Judgment, far from being a Rule of Right, muſt. 


certainly be a Deviation from it. Let us ſee in what 
this Idea properly conſiſts. In regard to our do- 
meſtic Oeconomy, and when we ſpeak in a political 
Senſe, it conſiſts in giving the Law t the Roman 
Catholics in the Manner, and on the Terms, moſt con- 
ducive to the public Utility. In Regard to Parties, 


it is in the Nature of a + Conqueſt, which, when 


= 


completed, implies the Security of the Conquered; the _ 


Privation of no Power to do Good, but of every Power 
to do Evil, to the Community: It is the confirm- 
ing to religious Diſſenters thoſe civil Rights which 
annex them to the civil Government, inſtead of driv- 
ing them from it. This Idea may infer alſo the Ex- 


cluſion of ſuch Diſſenters from certain Employments 
in the State, the due Execution whereof may be af- 
fected by every fortuitous Conflict in religious Mat- 
ters, between licenſed and unlicenſed, or, in other Words, 


between public and private Opinion. l 
In ſuch an Idea aloe, ought the Word Proteftant 
Tntereft to be conceived, nor ſhould the ſuffering and 
innocent Public be taught to abet any other. The 
Captivity to Sounds, detached from their true Mean- 
ings, or tortured into bad ones, hath done infinite 


Miſchief in all Ages; and certain it is, that when 


the Minds of Men are occupied with the Alarm of 


imaginary Dangers, the profoundeſt Security that 
human Nature can enjoy, will bring them but {mall 
and taſteleſs Comforts. They will be brought to 
defeat the beſt Purpoſes of Self Defence, by narrow- 


ing the Bottom of it: And ſuch muſt eternally be the 


* Maxim: relative to the preſent State of Ireland. (1757) p. 20. . 


+ Victory leaves theſe great Advantages to the Conquered; Liber- 


ty, Laws, Wealth, and a/ways Religion, when the Conqueror is 


not blind to his own Intereſt. Spirit of Laus, vol. 2. p. 130. 
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Conſequence of groundleſs Jealouſies, and of con- 
fining Words to vague, indefinite and injurious Ideas. 
— The Patrons of ſuch Impoſitions do not breathe 
the Spirit of Liberty, and they are as unfit for de- 
fending, as they are unworthy of enjoying, any Ad- 
vantage accruing from it. A £3 

It muſt indeed be confeſſed, that the Notions here 
complained of, are often propagated from the Genius 
of Religious Prejudice, or in other Words, from a 
laudable, but ill-exerted Principle, abhorrent F religious 
Error: But this Principle, however well meant, ge- 
nerally ends in Deſtruttion, as it begins in Outrage; 
and, if good Laws be not timely oppoſed to 176 Golli- 
citations; if the Adminiſtrators Laws be not 
inceſſantly tern towards its Abettors and Partizans, 
the civil Liberty of innoxious Men will be exchanged 
for Slavery of Body and Mind; the Conſumation of 
'all-earthly Evils, from which, by its pervading Nature, 
the Governors, as well as Governed, muſt receive a 
Taint !—Perſecution, on a /prritual Account, might 
perhaps be borne, did it but bring the ſmalleſt /prri- 
tual Advantage along with it; and as to Advantages 
on a Þ temporal Account, it never yet pretended to 
offer the public any, either in Poſſeſſion or in Froſpecł. 

To return: The Idea of a Proteſtant Intereſt doth 
not infer puniſhment for Crimes which do not exiſt, or 
which Puniſhment alone can produce; it doth not infer 
the Amputation of the inferior Limbs of Govern- 
ment, from the phrenſical Notion of the Poſſibility of 
a Mortification to the incumbent Body; much leſs 
doth it imply a Syſtem of Pains and Penalties, in Re- 
gard to any Set of Men, who diſſent not, in the /mall- 
eft Inſtances, from the Civil, though may, in many, 
from the eccieſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment. It cannot conf 
in the Abaſement of any well- affected Party, who chuſe 


1 Hiſtory ſufficiently informs us, that penal Laws never have 
— ro but to deſtroy.” Spirit of Laws, vol. 2. p. 161. 
Dub. Edit, *, | 


a Religion 


[ 16;] 5 
a Religion for their own Conſciences, different from 
that which the Legiſlative Powers enact for theirs; 
and it would be the higheſt Inſult on our Govern- 
ment, to annex any ſuch Explication to the Idea of 
this Proteftant Intereſt; an Intereſt, which, in Truth, 
muſt be ſupported by the only Methods that can ad- 
vance it; not by- the Aufterity of unneceſſary, penal 
Laws, but by civil Protection to all, who mean not to 
diſturb it, on a civil Account, and who believe it crimi- 
nal to do ſor © Pay - * 
General Propoſitions will be eaſily granted, becauſe 
nothing is eaſier, than to elude their Force, when 
brought into particular Application; and for this 
Reaſon, ſome important Truths have never yet done 
much important Service, until Conviction comes Home 
#00 late, or too expenſively, to the Breaſts and Heads of 
Men. Unpromiſing as this Proſpect lies before us, it 
is our Duty to go on.— It hath been averred by ſeve- 
ral, and credited by Numbers, upon their Authority, 
that, a Proteſtant Government can not with Safety 
repoſe any Confidence in Fypiſb Subjects; the Loy- 
alty of their Profeſſions being only the Sacrifice of 
Equivocation to Treachery, and the Peaceablene(s 
of their Conduct being no better than the Act of 
bare Neceſſity, fettered by Fear and Impotence.” 
This includes a heavy Charge. How is it ſupported? 
Indeed by another Averrment equally deſtitute of 
Proof, and one would think ſufficiently refuted, not 
only by the /malleft Fe of Chriſtianity itſelt, 
but even by the moral Senſe of our human Nature.— 
It is a Shame and a Scandal to be reduced to the 
Neceſſity of expounding ſuch a Point: But our more 
learned Proteſtant Readers muſt excuſe our going into 
it.—It is ſaid, that Roman Catholics can be bound 
to a Proteſtant Eftabliſbhment by no. religious, Tra TS 
whatever; that the ſacred Obligation of an Oath of 
Fidelity hath no Power over their Conſciences, when- 
ever Intereſt, and Impunity unite againſt, its Obſer- 
yance ; nay, that Perjury it/elf becometh, in ſome 
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Caſes a meritorious Principle Were this, indeed; the 
Truth, there certainly would be little Complaint; at 
this Time, of Pypery in the World; and tie Church 
of Rome would ſoon be an empty one. Our. Nature 
would ſtart. Wich all irs Deptavity, it would be too 
tender of its on Dignity, nay, of its own NG 
able Rights, to profeſs a Doctrine uſeleſs in this World, 
the 4 Deteation, and too diabohcal even for 
e who aſpire to no better But the Roman Ca- 
ury in Deteſtation. Our 


* Duty, ſueh as no ſpirttual Power can diffolve, 
although a may and doth. No farther Expla- 
nation is neceſſary.— But, to ſo general a Propoſition 
it will be ohjected, (for it was Oobjected) that ſome 
Governments' have been overturned, by truſting too 
much to the. S#urity here contended! for. This may 
be true; becauſe — Duty forbids, Treachery may 
ander tate, aid Violence acrompliſt. No Church, ſurely, 
can be made accountable for ſuch a Conduct, any 
more than- for the Breach of any other moral Prin- 
eiple. Is it not rather an Argument, that the Church 
| rine, in ub an Inſtance; is no better than a 
Paper Bridie; and that its moſt ſacred Laws are only 
a Maſk to the wieked Deſigns of wicked Men? 
Oaths in ſibe general, are religiouſly obſerved by 
every Nation, who are not abandoned to every Spe- 
cies of Proſtitution and Iniquity: And à general Of 
| fervance of Duty is enough for all the Purpoſes of Go- 
Arne,, e E. e eee, 


2 1 5 
4 . * 
* 4. 7 
_— * " 
6 © 
— 7 
— > "is 
L * 
n + 


[7 8] . 

It will be ohjected to the Roman Catholics in Parti- 
cular, that the Roman gs f veth Abſolutions for 
Breach of civil Contracts of all Kinds. I believe be 
does ſo; as every other approved Spiritual Director in 
his Communion dotbh the ſume But this is never done, 
but on the apparent Conviction of a hearty Contrition 
for. the Crime; and from the Promiſe of a determined 
Reſolution to be no longer guilty, as Well as to repair 
the Damage done, as km Hr poſſible. Without /uch 
Conditions, Abſolution from any Church on Earth 
availetb not.. Behold, then; the Roman Catholic Doctrine, 
with Regard to Oaths, Rebellion and Frrjury! Let our 
Charity interpoſe ſo far at lłaſt in its Favour, as to take 
it for what it is. Let us not, to our oun great Detri- 
ment of- Soul and Body, eonfound it with Abuſes, 
to Which he moſt {acred Inſtitutions are ſubject. 
At the, late Revolution, Incapacities were laid on 
religious Diſſenters » in this Kingdom, in Regard 
to Employ ments m the State and magiſtratical 
Offices. No ather were then impoſed; Induſtry. and 
Property ere laid under no legal Interdic is The 
tri Spirit of the Revalution prevailed; and its 
greateſt Enemies began to be reconciled 80 it. The 
HProteftaus Intereſt flouriſnhed, becauſe the Intereſt of 
the Nation flouriſhed: alſo. But in Queen Anne's 
Reign, we deviated all on a ſudden from this Policy. 
The Papyts,” who oppoſed K. M illiam's Government, 
were /obedicnt under her's. This availed nothing : 
He pardoned, fbe puniſbed. An univerſab Languor, a- 
midſt all our; Succeſſes Abroad, and a profound Peace 
at Home, ſpread over the Face of aur Iſland. The 
Memory of thoſe calamitous Days is too freſſi to need 
any Revival at preſent; nor can we juſtly lay all our 
Sufferings, during that Period, to the Hypery Acls 
alone. But we may ſay, with great Truth; that the 
Reſtrictions. on Induſtryp and Property were, at that 
Jundiure in particular, extremely a/edJoitgble.: Our 
Linen Manufacture did not take ſufficient Root; 
England laid our Trade under new Limitations; our 
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military Liſt became mighty expenſive, by the Expor- 
tation of our Troops; al our Credit was almoſt ſunk , 
and the Years 1709 and 1710 added a waſteful 
Famine to all our Viſtreſſes, e revived in the next 
Reign, through ſome favourable Conjunctures; we 
throve a little in this; But the Popery Laws prevailed 
over all our Efforts, and kept us more or leſs in our 
Heclic State, from the Year ſeventeen hundred and 
four, to this Seaſon of Hunger and Miſery, in which I 
am writing. Did the Papifts provoke to all theſe Suf- 
ferings, which this Nation incurs on their Account? 
— No People in any Age or Country behaved more dutt- 
fully or refignedly / Bar the Prejudice of Party, and 
the Queen's hereditary Zeal, united againſt them. 
The Reſentment of former Contentions, 4. Reli. 
gion, about Power, and about Property, ſtill rankled 
in the Breaſts of the Victorious; and Victory, no lon- 
ger chequed by the Vigour which King William op- 
poſed 10 it, (a) knew not how to ſet Jad bs the 
Strength it acquired: Nor was there, in that Hurry, 
any Ingreſſion left for a very important Ttuth, Tt ; 
a Change of. Circumſtances may render quite aui 
many Proceedings, which, in a different Sityation, 
may become ab/olutely 1 , when the Go- 
vernment itſelf becomes the Subject of military Con- 
troverſy, and when nothing but the Hand of Vio- 
lence can determine what Eftabliſbment ſhall take 
| Place : It was then little adverted to, that the, coarſe 
Treatment due to the malignant Diſorders of the 
Commonwealth, was a Means of Death to the 7eco- 
vered Patient ; or that conſtitutional Submiſſion to Go- 
vernment is but one Degree leſs hurtful, than avowed 
Di/affettion, when both are, equally and mdiſer inunately, 
the Objects of Pains-and Penalties. OO 
Leet us ſtrengthen this Argument by an Example, 
the Wiſdom of which will hardly be diſputed, by thoſe, 
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who are moſt likely to oppoſe the Truth we are en- 
deavouring to eſtabliſh. —On the Commencement of 
the late Revolution the Struggle here, in the Cauſe of 
King James the Second, was ſoon determined in Favour 
of the Proteſtant Inter. The Remains of the No- 
man Catholic Party (cruſhed by the Republicans, be- 
fore the Return of Charles the Second) were entirely 
reduced by the Arms of King Filtham.—On that 
Event, he'excluded them from all Employments of 
Truft and Profit, and reſtored every Power of Le- 
F and Magiſtracy to the Members of the efa- 
Aided (Surch. He yielded to the Senſe of his People, 
. In diveſting them of ſome Privileges, granted them 
on their Submiſſion at Limerick. He did fill more: 

He ſtripped them of the Uſe of Arms; and, in that 
Att, hung out a Signal to the Public, that all Fears, 
on Account of a Party, fo ſeemingly favoured by him, 
_ dS, PII. 7X7 1033311 , $35: 
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were now at an Ent. {Ps 
© King m illiam, having diſarmed the Roman Cx. 
tholizs in this Manner, and having ſtrenghened the 
Eſtabliſhment to Ex ko rendered any do- 

meſtic Attempts. againft it impracticable; thong 
he. did STONES and that the Exclafion of ſo nume- 
rous-a Body, from the common Rights of Britiſh Sub- 
8 a Weakneſs, not a Support, to the 
eople who placed him on the Throne. ' More than 
twenty . Thouſand 77, who, followed the Fortune, 
and who became diſciplined Veterans in the Service, 
of the late King James, could not drive him from 
the Reſolution of protecting thoſe, who remained at 
home: And this Protection, like every other Act of 
Wiſdom in that Reign, brought its own Reward.—It 
forecloſed the Temptation 7 taking Flight into di- 
ſtant Regions, and it gave the Conviction, how much 
Security. at home was preferable to the poor Condi- 
tion of their exiled Brethren abroad, when the Edict 
after the Treaty of Ryſwic plunged them into the 
rofl” extuilite Callibiy” that" Ubaich of Spirit 
cauld beget on Want and Deſpondency. James, 
| ag ſupported | 


717 
| * 


© 21 } 
ſupported by the moſt powerful Monarch in Europe, 
failed. Fulham ſucceeded. To both, he oppoſed the 
Wiſdom of his Adminiſtration, -the exerted Strength 
of ſeveral Roman Catholic Allies, and all the Power of 
a newly- acquired Monarchy, wherein even. the Con- 
quered found Security undifturhed, and Property un- 
invaded. More could not be done, to mend the Si- 
tuation we were then in, and le/s would make it 
worſe; as the King foreſaw, and as dear Experience 
hath ſince ſufficiently proved. In his Days, Ireland 
* proved ſomewhat in Trade and Com N In 
Queen Anne's, it was depopulated, waſled and beggar 
Knowing in all the Arts of Government, hw Me 
narch made a juſt Diſcrimination between whole/ome 
Reſtraints, and thoſe Severities, which claſh with the Prin- 
ples as the 22 prevent the Proſperity, of free 
ountries.— With ſuch a Conduct he reigned ſecure- 
ly. while Lewts the Fourteenth, by holding another, 
ook, to the Foundations, the nughty F abric of 
Power he had almoſt raiſed; thinned France prodi- 
giouſly of Men and Money, ſtrengthened his Ene- 
mies with Legions of Soldiers and uſeful Manufac- 
turers ; all his own Subjects, proſcribed and devoted 
to the Fury of booted Miſſionaries, and who had no 
Crime towards their lawful Sovereign, but profeſſing 
a Religion, of which, under a different Education, he 
would himſelf be a Member and Protector. He 
turned the natural Strength. of his Kingdom againſt 
himſelf, by this wanton and unprovoked Perſecu- 
tion; nor could he be beat in the Field, or defeated in 
the Cabinet, until be did ſo. 

He, no Doubt, ſheltered the Severity of his 
Conduct under the Neceflity of puniſhing Men, 
whoſe Principles led, in his Thought, to the De- 
ſtruction of the Monarchy. and Church of France: 
And Truth muſt oblige us to confeſs, that the 
Conduct and Preachings of ſome Enthuſiaſts a- 
mong the Huguenots, afforded ſome Pretext for the 
Charge made to the whole Proteftant Party : But 
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a Pretext it was, beyond the Power of Chicanery to 
controvert. For the Madneſs and fanatical Drunken- 
neſs of a few, did not infect the whole Party; or f 
it had; yet Time, Reflection, and a better Senſe f 
Duty ſobered them. All this appeared in their Caſe, 
many Years before the Suſpenſion of the Edict of 
Nantz ; as the like happened in the Caſe of the Ro- 
man Catholics of this Kingdom, long before the Queen's 
Popery As took Place, The bad Policy of the 
French Government went farther It made no Tryal, 
to ſeparate the Men of Sen/e from the Enthufiaſts, by 
the Adminiftration of thoſe free Tefts, which alone are 
declarative, in a religious Scrutmy, of Men's true 


Principles. The Innocent were confounded with the 
Guilty; and, by this Conduct, we have ſeen what it coſt 


that powerful Kingdom, to ' inflict the Puniſhment 


due 79 real Treachery, upon problematical Delinquency. 
o this Day France bleeds from the Wounds of un- 


provoked Perſecution?n Ws 
Thus it was that King William derived great 
Strength from the Councils of his Rival, as well as 
from his own.—A Bigot to no Se, he avoided the 
Perſecution of any. And on this falutary Principle it 
was, that he employed and armed the Roman Catholics 
of Holland; that he diſarmed the Epiſcopal Pro- 
teftants in Scotland; and gave all Power, Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical, in that Country, to the Preſbyterians.— 
He, no Doubt, paſſed ſome coercive Laws againſt 
the Roman Catholic Clergy of this Kingdom, and he 
did this to humour the warm Spirit of thoſe Times; 


but ſuſpended, very wiſely, the Execution; while Q. 
Anne, his more zealous Succeſſor, had, without the 


ſmalleſt Provocatian, let looſe all the Fury of her 
new penal Laws, againſt all the Roman Catholics in- 
diſcriminately, drove them into our Deſarts for the 
Exerciſe of their Worſbip; and obliged them to turn 
our fubterraneous Caves into Chriſtian Temples !— 
Thus was Chrift's Cauſe, as well as the Cauſe of our 
Country, provided for, in the Beginning of the pre- 

ſent 
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ſent Century; and thus did we promote the PR O- 
TESTANT INTEREST ! 
In Fact, the blind Zeal, which Severity itſelf of- 
ten begets, and which Whatever begets, muſt lead 
the Bulk of a reduced Party into 'mi/taken Notions of 
Religion and Government, is but à temporary, and 
therefore far from an incurable Evil. (a) Such a Zeal 
proceedeth apparently from our beſt Principle; is cor- 
rigible in its Progreſs and Nature, and therefore 
more remiſſible, in The Sight of God and Man; than 
that moral Crookedne/s, which affameth the popular 
Maxims (good or bad) of an Admmiſtration ;' only 
to deceive with -Profit, and enſlave with Impunity. 
In the fir 75 Caſe, a ſufficient Alarm is given and 
taken: The Danger is detected, by the evident 
Tendency of its Meaſures: Government is before- 
band with it: Laws reſtrain its Impetuoſity: Vio-— 
lence may be prevented, without violent Proceed - 
ings; and Time, ſooner or later, ſweeps awa the 
_ Cauſe with the Efect, according to the natur 
grow from Error to Knowledge; in all fres-Countties: 
his, I ſay, is our great Security, in regard to the 
Fir Evil; while human Wiſdom can ſeldom provide 
any in regard to the other; as the Evil itſelf muſt be 
neceſſarily licenſed; as the Popularity of reigning 
Opinion muſt give it Strength; and as Mankind at- 
tend but little, or not at All, to the moral Sen/e of 
Things, when their Paſſions are not only inſidiouſſy 
raiſed, but TE, to their own and orbers ran 
Detriment. * 80 
would not willingly exhible one Side of this 4 
Queſtion, in thoſe Colours which Prejudice will. ſelactz, 
and Fancy lay on; leaving the other in abſolute Ob- 
pads: the: cu wi con A of aa ed 


(a) 1 une e mh me Tu or Falfity of 2 Doduine, 
renders it uſeful or pernicious. to Men in civil-Govern- 
_— as the Uſe or Abuſe. which is made of it. Spirit of Laws. 
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ters I defend not the, miſtaken: Meaſures of Roman. 
Catholics, againſt this or any Government: When the 
Conſtitution was theirs, in Church and State, 4bey 
had a Right to defend ii: When it was in Suſpenſe,: 
their Efforts to have it on their Side were natural 
When it was fixed fladdily in other Hands, their Op- 
Poſition was unj uſtiſiable. Their Religion taught them 
this Doctrine, as well as theſe Diſtinctions: But, in 
great Convulſions af Government, Religion is /ittle: 
attended to; until the Paſſions and Reſentments of 
Men are calmed by Time, until che Men, who 
poſſeſſed Authority and Power, are all interred; and 
until the whole Party can have no Knowledge of the 
Power or Miſconduct of their Predeceſfors, ut what 
they acquire from Hiſtory and Tradition, When this 
| Caſe happens, Religion then regains it's 2 

Influence, with regard to civil Obedience: They, 
who once would, ſuffer nothing, will now ſuffer e 


reat deal, nay-every ing; for Religion's Sake. The 
om of. the.l and may weaken, but this will frengther 
them, in their political Duty : And if the Roman. 
Catbalic be a Religion of this Nature, this weaken- 
ing Law, for the Sake of the diſtreſſed Public, 75 
10 be removed. —It muſt be confeſſed, after all, that 
the ſeveral religious Parties in the World, have a 
natural, and ſurely laudabie Zeal, for ſetting aſide all 
other Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhments, in Favour of their 
on Doctrines: But, be ſuch Doctrines gaod or bad, 
they are not the proper Objects of Perſecution; ile 
they include no Tenets incompatible with Civil Tranguillity. 
The Peace of Government is not to be moleſted, 10 
gain them Admiſſion, but. as little ought this Peace to 
be diſturbed, ; by. puniſhing tbe innocent Teachers of 
them: For the Happineſs of the Community may be 
invaded, in the one Way, as well as in the other. In a 
Word; Ahuſes depending upon Ominion, - legiſlative 
Wiſdom will rather overlook, | than puniſb or eſponſe. 
Againſt real Abu/es; let all proper Reftraints' be pro- 
vided ; but let ſuch Penalties be ſet looſe, dey” 

UC 
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ſuch as would profanely introduce Gofpel-T raths, with- 

out Goſpel- Principles. 

Wien ſuch reaſonable Allowances for Religjan, 

whoſe Myſteries are ſtill under Controverſy, whoſe 

Morals are not more univerſally recognized, than fatal- 


ly. counterafted, and whoſe tic Truths are cer- 
tainly meaſured more by the Standard of Anticipations 


3 


and Averfions, than by any better, King William ; 


maintained the Rights of private Property to all his 
diſſenting Subjects: The Rights of private Conſci- 
ence he maintained alſo, by a prudent Relaxation of 
the Laws eſtabliſhed againſt them: And all this he 
compaſſed conſiſtently: with the Excluſion of fuch 
— from thoſe Powers, which the Prudence of 
A PIs retains on the Side of the Zcclefi-. 
2 Eftabliſbment: He had the Happineſs in Ire- 
londof no reſtrained: by no Law from giving this 
; and his Firmneſs prevented his 
— — any, which might fruſtrate it. And thus 
it hw that he rendered Popery itſelf; now. ſo weak 
to the Proteftant. Intereſt, ſubſervient to t. 
TT e Effects of King William's Conduct we have 
ſeen; thoſe of Queen Anne's we have felt, and: feel 


10 this Day. Prejudice, in her Days, governed us; 


and the needleſs Deteftation of Popery governed the 
Prejudice.— Wherever that prevaileth, \ why Ordinan- 
ces of the State will, doubtleſs, bear a frict Analogy to 
its Force and Moment. H the Prejudice be well 
founded; ſalutary Meaſures will be purſued : If other- 
wiſe, like the Grecian Madman in the Fable, it will 
take a Flock of Sheep for its Enemies, ſee every 
Object in the Jaundice of Paſſion, and ſacrifice its 
moſt viſible Intereſts to the Gratification of hat alone, 
whatever. it be. Thus it is: And if we muſt own, 
that the | bef Species of Preoccupation, is led, but 100 
generally, by the Caprice of Chance; the human Heart, 


in oy quence, can never be too jealous of its own, 


nor too importunate in its Appeals to the 
| | nnn 
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Underſtanding; eſpecially where it is to @rcide on 
Queſtions, wherein the imaginary Intereſts of Indi- 
viduals are confidered feparanry from the real Inte- 
reſts of the State, ' 

Puniſhment for problematical Gute, is in the Na- 
ture of Execution, before Tryal: And admitting that 
ſome may receive but be juſt Rewards of their De- 
ferts, yet, ſurely, it is more conſonant with Humanity, 
as well as more conducive to the public Intereſt, 
that a ſmall Number of intentional Delinquents ſhould 
eſcape, than that the innocent Many ſhould ſuffer. 
And this Juſtice to the Nation will appear the more 
indiſpenſible, if any Law can be framed for ſeparat- 
ing the Criminal from the Mella ſfected, inſtead of fick- 
enmg our * free Conſtitution, by the perpetual Ope- 
ration of ſtanding Ordinances, in the Nature of a 
general Bill f Atlaiuder; an Act of Power over 
which Liberty and ever be:extremely uigilant, which 
ſhould never affect but fingle en only, _ Ga 
too in very extraordinary Caſes.” 

All the Arguments here prodiiced; are fs . 

ed with the Principles of natural Law, and ſo graft- 
ed on the Fundamentals of . our free ä 
that no Friends 10 either, can, without Pain, ſee them 
controverted. To thoſe Friends we ſubmit them, 
not only with great Deference; but with Confidence. 
To the real Enemies of this Government we leave, 
unmoleſted, the hard Taſk of encountering ſuch 
Reaſons with thoſe Arms, which Sophiſtry alone can 
fupply, and which certainly no Feeling for the Public 
will ever wield, however ſome very well minded Men 
may think | ſuch Reaſons inſufficient for the Purpoſes 
they are brought to anſwer: But let ſuch worthy 
Perſons reflect again, and revolve this Affair over in 
their Minds. It is not hard to conceive, that a free Oath 
on Fidelity to this 8 ought tobe binding on 
IMO D NOD 7 
u Is moderate States, it is a point e higheſt Importance 
= ham ſhould be 2 Spirit of ahe de I p. 3or. 
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Chriſtian Men; that what ought to bind Conſcience, 
generally reftrains Conſcience , that Confidence from 
Governors gains on the Multitude prodigiouſly; that 
Gratitude, however faint, in other Cafes, takes its full 
Effect in in this, that Papiſts themſelves hate Setvi- 
tude under a Popiſb Government, and prefer Security 
under any other; nay, will ſometimes readily ſubmit 
to another, although of a different Perſuaſion, and with 
very little Advantage, but that of changing their 
Taſk-Maſters. Of all this, we have a ſtriking Ex- 
ample in the Readineſs with which the Catholics, as 
well as other Chriftians of the Morea; ſubmitted to 
the - Turkiſh Government, when lately freed by the 
Ottoman Arms from the Yoke of their Venetian Lords. 
Mankind are ſwayed by their Intereſts, and litile 
Pain it requires to let them ſee in what thoſe Intereſts 
conſiſt. His Majeſty's Roman Catholic Subjects in 
Germany - are ſecure and happy, by the Privileges 
granted them through his Royal Indulgence. They 
deſerve this Care; and He hath the proper Return, 
in Service to the Public, and Affection to him/elf. In 
a Word; the heavy Reſtraints laid on the Fapiſts of 
this Country, have operated every Moment againſt 
the public Intereſt, for fifty four Years paſt.— Should 
they not, at this Day, rather injure us by their own 
Act, than by ours? Which ſhould take Place moſt; 
Laws againſt the Injury, or againſt the Growth, of 
Popery ? | Y WK 
The Body Politic is ſound only by Halves, where 
half the People are conſtrained, by penal Laws, t9 
abſtain from thoſe Advantages, which the Genius of the 
Conſtitution imphes and permits. It preſents us with 
the Image of the natural Body, dragging along, faint- 
ly, a palfied Side, and impeded in its Functions, un- 
til Circulation is reſtored; or until the Neglect 
of doing ſo, communicates the Languor, and bears 
down the whole Conſtitution. If Papiſts be ANNE 
with any durable Property in this Country, this dead 
Side in the State will be -quicken'd into Life. They 


will 


r 
wittconfult that Repoſe, which Indulgence will grants | 
and their own good Conduct muft perpetuate; and 
they no longer will be an Obpacle to the Health, Cul- 
yy and Proſperity of the Nation *.—** The Proper- 
4 ty acquired in ach a ſuppoſed Caſe, will be a good 

% Hoſtage to the Proteftant Intereſt for their Fidelity 
and their Affection to the eſtabliſhed Government 
* will fill be a better.” 

This is far from being a Platonic Theory; but an 
important Truth, confirmed by the Experience, avow- 
ed by the Wiſdom, and earned at the Expence, of 
many Ages and Nations. The Proteftant, which 
ſurely is the National Intereſt, is far from being at 
preſent in a flouriſhing Condition in Ireland : A Po- 
piſb Intereſt ibere can le none, but what relates 20 
that; and he who ſhould ayer the Contrary, under 
this: immediate Connexion with Eugland, and under 
the preſent Conſtitution of Things, knows not what he 
means, or mant notbing to the 'Purpy/e, or means to 
deceive. In any Country, circumſtanced like ours, 
there muſt be a — but no Oppaſition, of In- 
pope Parties, like thoſe of and, Tory, can 
no Banner of Rebellion or Faction in a de- 
mnt Country- And with regard to thoſe, who 
differ upon Ecclefiaftical Principles; it is eaſy to ſee, 
that, were there but five hundred Proteſtants in this 
and, yet that the Harent-Cauntry would, in one 
Angle 4a of Pirwer, caſt the Balance; while the Re- 
gency and Army were of its Side, and while all fuſ- 
pected Perſons were kept diſarmed. Britain knows 
this, and in Fact, knows us all alike, in Regard to our 
 Manufattures and" Commerce. We riſe, or we fall, 
together ; and amazing it is, that uh a Conſideration 
ſhould not unite us to a Man, ſhould not ſuperſede 
our unmeaning' Eccleſiaſtical Scuffles, and let in one 

of Light, to convince us, that our Miſery or 
Proſperity muſt roll on the. fame Axis. — The "4:15 


1 dane rave o de ct Sa ef, 1157, Dad. 
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Life of  Papiſts, is a great and diſtreſſing Abatement 
from the l Sum of Proſperity we enjoy : It would 


de unfair, however, not to confeſs, that their Ef- 
forts, in our limited Commerce, together with their 
late Progreſs in our Linen Trade, have added conſi- 
derably to our Credit. As we may, therefore, reaſon- 
ably preſume, that no Bill will be brought into Parlia- 
ment, to limit this Progreſs, or forbid thoſe manifeſt 
Popiſh Contributions to bis Sum of Credit; ſo may 
it be preſumed likewiſe, that Patriotiſm will hardly 
neglect offering a Bill to ſwell uch a Sum, by every 
conftitutional Eneourugement to the Contributors. 
The diſtreſſed State of our Country; the ſudden and 
great Decay of public Credit; the fen Moans of a 
Poaſteful Famine, call aloud for a Parliamentary No- 
melͤy, and no other can fave us. May not /me Pro- 
penty itr Land, or che Terms of o:he# Diſſenters, be 
art of this Remedy? Are thoſe and Waſtes, 
which ſteam Poiſon to the Skies, preferable to pro- 
firable Lands in the Han of "Roman Catholics? Can 
it be any Support to the Fruigkant Iatergſt, to (ee 
32 4 Third Part of our Ifland hid in infectious 
Moraſſes? Can any Country in Europ on the 
Cultivation of Leck leſs Inte DG Gon its 
foreign Enemies, or Danger from its domeſtic" Inba. 
bitants g! 4 4 Ken * * Don r n 
B Ap ten \ we have diſcovered how vain 
it is ef ih any Law about Tillage, but ſuch” as 
muſt, in the Nature bf the Thing, execute itſelf An 
effectual Law to this Purpoſe, cannot conſiſt in Limita- 
tions on the Fenant, by the Penalty of a ſbort Tenure; 
and ſubjecting even that to the Inguiſition of thoſe 
worthy Watchmen of the Proteftant Iutereſt, called 
Spies and Informers. Agriculture can not take Place 
o fuch' Terms; and Paſturage alone muſt be the 
proper Oceupation of Men, ' who Iiue by the Day, and 
have But a flux and fugacious Property 70. engro/s 
Their #ttention.-—All this occaſions an immoderate Ex. 
#334 FE I9% f — 22 . 4 - portation 
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portation of our Specie _ Produce of our Linens); 
Hart, by thoſe who fly from the Effects of our penal 
Laws; and a ſtill greater, by thoſe who import the 
Corn of diſtant Regions, to feed the Remains of our 
Manufacturers and Laborers. And well it would be 
for us, if this Reſource barely ſaved us, although at the 
Expence of our future Proſperity : But the Caſe is 


| — the Reverſe. In the three ſucceſſive Years 


1727, 28 and 29, we were viſited by the Severity 
of Famine. In the Years 1740 and 174, an uni- 


verkl one ſpread over the Face of the Nation, 


and turned the Counties and Baronies of this Kin 
dom into Graves: A dreadful Spectacle this! wherein - 4 
Living, unfit for any other Labor, were employed in 
burying be Dead; the laſt and mournful Office of 
fainting Numbers, who expected and wanted the like 
tender Care in few Days! The remorſeleſs Cruelty of 
the memorable Year 1641, was more ſparing of our 
Inhabitants; and ſerves to let us ſee, how much the 
Noiſe of Rebellion and civil War, makes ai d. 

Impreſſion on our Senſes, than the filent H#/oe 4 a 
greater aſte of the human Species! The Tears 1745 
and 1736 exhibited ſuch other Scenes, though in a 


Degree leſs raging; and this preſent Year, let the pals 


Sprelres of Joun and Country" aęſcribe. Would to 
God we could efface all theſe ee Fi igures ! but 
the Charity of this Nation, boundleſs as it is, is far 
from ſufficient. Let this, however, teach us one 
Leſſon; That Famine ard Depopulation become 


the Conſequence of the paſtorgl Life in all Countries, 
and that no Happineſs can remain long toithin its 


Reach So ſar from it, that Plenty itſelf, when it comes, 
(Plenty of vegetable Load I mean) comes 1 ſpare, 
not 0 comfort the Lives of the Inhabitants: They 
grow ynealy at Superfluities, which, finding no Market 

at home or abroad, they naturally bury the Memory 
of former Wants, in the quicker and leſs laborious 
Profits of Paſturage, until. the /ame. Wants. ſteal. in, 
end. throw us all into the Calamity with which we 
are 
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are now viſited. Such, then, is our eſed Condition, 
aftet a proſound Peace of near ſeventy Years; and 
o littleileſs do we ſinfer by the R. Catholics, in their 
State of civil Obedience, than we have ſuffered for- 
merly, in the Height of their Contentions about Power 

and'Proporty ! C a 10 £4 N | 
The Habit of Suffering (as we have obſerved 
above) weakens prodigiouſſy our — to Pain; 
and no Wonder this ſhould be the Caſe of Societies, 
long exerciſed under the tardy Activity of negative 
Laws t But that an Indolence of this Nature ſhould 
pervade the Minds of Men, born 20 better Condition, 
and nurſed in the Boſom of Liberty, is melancholy 
Symptom. They would ſeem, in ſuch an Inſtance, 
to borrow their Ideas of national Happineſs, not from 
its Relation to the Progreſs made by other Neigh- 
bour· Nations; but from an Analogy to the Indigence 
which ſurrounds them in their on Country. Many 
among us are, I am afraid, far gone in this Species 
of Arithmetic; atid wretched, God knows, muſt 
that Computation be, which derives moſt of its Sig- 
nificancy from abe Languor of our Fellow-Subjefts ! To 
what other Cauſe can be aſcribed this Indifference to 
Evils, the Cure of which is every Minute within our 
Power? It would be ungrateful, however, not to ac- 
knowledge the more elevated Sentiments of ſome very 
able and worthy Spirits among us; of Perſons, who, 
in their legiſlative Capacity, have an anxious Feeling 
for the diſtreſſed Public ; and who, in every Capacity, 
contend too generouſly for their on fair Fame, to 
deliver down this Country to their Pyſterity, in no 
better Condition. than our forgotten Predeceſſors de- 
hveredit' to heir - Such Patriots will bring under 
ſtrict Calculation the Zqurvalent we have for the In- 
action of our Popyſh: Subjects; the Suſpenſien of 
Agriculture; the of Induſtry ; the Depopus 
lation of our Country They will not be frightened 
by the mighty Dangers of Popery, while England and 
Scotland, united, are at the Head of the Proreftant In- 


tereft ; 
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ret; while we are in Poſſeſſion of all this interna! 


Strength in our own Hands, the Vigor of our Con- 
ſtitution, and the Vigilance of our Government. 
They will conſider alſo what mighty Advantages, 
and what Acceſſion of Strength, the Proteftant Intereft 
can gain from a Multitude of roving Grazters, with- 
out any ſtable Property, without Hopes, without 


Fears, without Attachments! They will conſider, 


likewiſe;- how it comes to paſs, that a Land, bleſſed 
with great Fecundity, happy in its Climate, and ſin- 
n ſo, in this long State of Repoſe, is generally 
deſtitute, however, of Bread for its few Inhabitants. 
They will conſider, how far the Profeſſion of anz 
Religion on Earth is involued with this Want of dai 
Subfftance; and they will think it no Ci 
for the Glory of this Nation, to find theſe. frequent 
Returns of Hunger more effectual, in preventing the 
SCrouth of Popery,i than all Queen Atne's Laws, put 
together —It would, indeed, be umjuſt, to ſuppoſe 
the latter Conſideration of any Weight, even with 
. —— — 
D may juſtify any Reſtraints. But ſuch as 
3 Knowledge to Power; who have a nearer 
Senſibility of our preſent Diſtreſſes, and who inte- 
reſt. themſelves, like true Guardians of the Public, 
in the Acquiſition of faithful Subjects to the Ki 
as well as uſeful Servants to the State; will be 
convinced, That the Fears of Popery are as unjuſt, as 


they are vain; that * Religion, even the worſt, is the 


beſt Security we can have for the Probity of Men; 
and that our Country ought: not to be ruined, becauſe 
many hate Doctrines they know but little about, ex- 
cept from common Fame, or the Report of Men 
equally prejudiced with themſelves. Patriots of this 
Stamp will require no more of. any religious Diſſenters, 
than the poſitiue Belief of ch Do 
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force Obedience to the vil Government, and which annex 
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7 — MRO 
the ſevereſt Penalties to the Violation of that Duty. 
Should the Roman Catholics of theſe Kingdoms be 
found orthodox in this Point, the Reſt may be referred 
to God, WHO BEST KNOWS WHAT Mop or WorsHIP 
15 MOST PLEASING To HIV. YE 

Since the preſent Conſtitution hath been fixed'on 


the Baſis of the late Revolution, wiſe Men, in Fact, 


apprehended but little Danger from our domeſtic 
Fapiſts, and ſtill as little from foreign Roman Catho- 


lic Powers, who became Guarantees to the Proteſtant 


Succeſſion. They, however, gave Way occaſionally to - 
the Prejudices of the Majority without Doors; fond- 
ly imagining, that Paſſion, played off in the Vio- 
lence of penal Laws, would ſoon ſhake the moſt de- 
termined Obftinacy, and withdraw Men from a Pro- 
feſſion, to which not only great Sufferings, but great 
Contempr, mixt with Indignity, were annexed, This 
Theory, however, like moſt fine-ſpun Refinements, 
miſſed of the End propoſed, and religious Zeal, like 
the Traveller in the Fable, kept {fa Hold of ils 
Apparel, the more the Strength of the Storm laid 
Claim to it. Sufferings, in ſuch a Caſe, do not bring 
more Anguiſh, than Comforts, to honeſt Minds; and a 
bare Releaſe from Captivity, without ſome preſent Pre- 
mium, is no Counterbalance even with the Lukewarm. 
It muſt, however, be confeſſed, that thoſe penal 
Laws had the defired Effect, on thoſe who had any 
conſiderable Property in Land; becauſe the Premi- 
um was high, and coft the Government Nothing; 
becauſe alſo, there is Something ſo inexpreſſibly tempt- 
ing in the Retention of an old Eſtate, and ſo corroding 
in ſeeing another poſſeſſed of it, that Religion itſelf can 
ſeldom reſiſt under fo ſevere a Tryal. Yet fo few 


remained, after the Reſtoration of King Charles the 
Second, who could come within the Activity of this 


Temptation; that the Gavel-Act was ſoon at the 
End of its political Life; and now, PæACRE To 1TS 
Manxes.---The Proteſtant Religion gained but little, 
God knows! by Juch Cynvictions of Conſcience, _ 


| 3 

the Proteftant Intergſ Nothing at all. For, it may be 

proved, by the inflexible Evidence of Facts, that the 
Acquiſitions in the the former Caſe, are no Equivalent for 
the Loſſes incurred by the Reſtrictions on Leaſehold 
Intereſts, and the moſt unaccountable Interdict with 
regard to the Forfeitures in Erghty-erght ; as if theſe 
anomted Acres. were too ſacred for the Touch of our 
Poprſh Recuſants; and as if the Lands, more open to 
their ib, Goring were not equally valuable to the 
Public! Beſides all this; what did the Proteſtant Re- 
Aion itſelf acquire by the Converſion of our antient 
Inheritors? thoſe Members only, whoſe Vocation 
may be collected from their conſtant Attendance at 
Church; and whoſe Zeal may be proved from the 
Education of their Offspring, in the utter and lauda- 
ble Contempt of ALL RELIGIOous PREjUDICES ! 
And ſo true is this Repreſentation, that no Perſons 
can boaſt a better Proficiency, in the modern Philoſo- 


phy, than the Poſterity of our Pypiſb Converts, as 


none are obſerved: to make a more deep-tongued | Cry 
in the whole Pack of modern Free- thinkers.—How far 
all this may tend to ſhake the Foundations of 4 
anity, in a Country, free to every Doctrine, but that 
of h. and how far Religious Anarchy may be 
| preferable to Popery itſelf, I do not determine. I 
will be bold, however, to advance, that the Frotgſtant 
Intereſt muſt ever ſuffer, by taxing religious Doc- 
trines (which may be accommodated to the Security of 
any Government), with the Privation of civil Liber- 
ty: Becauſe fo terrible a Puniſhment is far from be- 
ing, at preſent, derived from any Neceſſity; becauſe 
® the obnoxious Principle itſelf, being under the conſtant 
Check of Government, can be no Way dangerous; be- 
cauſe the Capacity of becoming good Subjects is her 
rendered »/ele/s to the Public; and finally, becauſe 


® « All Puniſhment, which is not derived from Neceſſity, is 
- tyrannical:—And a Principle which can be continually checked, 
can be no way dangerous. Spirit of Law, Vol. 1. p. 31. 370. 
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(35) 
unmerited penal Laws injure States in their very 
Vitals, through the Deſpondency and Apathy of 
Numbers, through the migrating Sit of many, and 
through the conſequential Weakneſs of the aggregate 

HYhole.—A1l this is acknowledged and felt, by man 
eat Men of this Nation; and ſome of the ableſt 
ave ſought a Remedy more adapted to our Con- 
ſtitution, than any which the Genius of unprovoked 
Perſecution ever did or can preſcribe.—Such worthy 
Patriots, finding ſpiritual Compulſion (negative as 
well as active) unequal to the End in View; and con- 
vinced, that Chriſtian Doctrines are propagated beſt 
on Chriſtian Principles, have yielded, very wiſely, to 
take Men and Opinions according to the Mutability or 
Steddineſs of their ſeveral Natures, — venturing on 
the Probity of both, while neither admit of any Terms 
inconſiſtent with our preſent civil Conftitution, in 
Church and State. On this Principle it was, that 
they diſtinguiſhed themſelves, in the /aft Seſſion, 
by bringing Heads of a Bill into the higher Houſe, 
for regiſtering our Popiſh Clergy, —Their View was 
miſtaken by no Man immediately concerned in 
the Conſequences of the Queſtion. They wanted to 
know what they had to truſt to, from Men ſſpected 
of bad Principles, and whoſe Religion muſt certainly 
lead to the worſt, were the Idea formed of it by ſe- 
veral Proteſtants, the true one. They preſented the 
unfortunate Objects of the Bill with an Opportunity 
for clearing their Religion of Crimes, which it ever 
deteſted and ſought to remedy, however its Spirit 
might be evaded in ſome Inflances, and however its 
Precepts might be lighted in many. Thus, I ſay, 
theſe Aſſertors of the national Intereſt wanted to 
ſound the Ground they ſtood upon, not only in regard 
to the Roman Catholics, but, we may reaſonably pre- 
ſume alſo, in regard to many well-meaning Pro- 
 teftants, who, without ſuch a previous Step, might 
perhaps dread, that the Proteſtant Intereſt would be 
greatly endangered by 8 Relaxation of the Ju 
2 WS. 
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Laws. On the one Hand, they ſought to lay a Foun- 


dation for reſtoring back a numerous and diſabled 


People to their King and Country, on King William's 
Neuolution-Principles; and on the other, they evi- 
denced their Wiſdom, as political Prudence will be 
ever tender of even ill-grounded Prejudices ; and as 
the Spirit of Liberty will rather occaſionally yield to 
them, than preſs Remedies in a Caſe where the Pa- 
tient may prefer the Gratification of a ſtronger A. 
verſion to Safety itſelf. $. 

The Means of ſecuring Roman Cathplics, by the 
Teſt of an Oath of Fidelity, were right, and con- 
formable to the Practice of the firſt and wiſeſt Na- 
tions of all Ages: It was the beſt external Security 
Religion could give, and therefore the beſt they could 
give, or the Government receive; becauſe it included 
every other Security, and becauſe it implied Advan- 
tages alſo ; as no Objection could lye to the Emanci- 
pation of thoſe, who are always ready to interpoſe 
ſuch a Teſt for their Fidelity. —But the intended Bill 
went farther : It included a Suſpenſion of the Spiritual 
Oeconomy of the Papiſh Religion; and, by a Procedure 
hitherto unprecedented in all Countries, Chriſtian and 
Mabometan, it devolved this Eprſcopal 8 on 

the LAT - MAGISTRATES of a different Com- 
munion; on Men, who hold the Dodtrines, and con- 
ſequently the Doors they were intended to licenſe, 
in the mot odious Light ; and who, to be true to their 
Principles, muſt manifeſt their Deteſtation of the Doc- 
trines in Particular, by the Appointment of Prieſts, 
whom good Catholics could never confider as Catholic 
Minzſters.—Plain it is, that, under ſuch a Law, none, 
but Clergymen of proftitute Characters, would offer 
- themſelves; none, but bad Catholics, would /ollicit 
for their Reception; and the Public would only ac- 
quire a new Sect of an equivocal Generation, neither 
Papiſt nor Proteftant ; while the /ound Members, who 
dread the Frnalties of Religion, more than :ho/e of any 
Law on Earth, would be obliged to fly into ſome 
: Country, 


_ 
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Country, where, in regard to them, no Claſhing would 
be found between the Penalties of the one and the 
other Thus did the Heads of the Bill ſplit on the 


Rock, which the Conductors meant eſpecially to 


avoid; namely, the Impoſition of no Reſtraints on 

Conſcience, but ſuch as muſt be ever due to the A- 

vowal of Doctrines inconſiſtent with our preſent 
—— 


Eſtabliſhment. 


By the Appointment of Proteſtant Magiſtrates, to 


- licenſe and ſuperintend the Roman Clergy in their 


ſpiritual Duties, all Epiſcopal Authority would be 
tranſlated to the civil Tribunal, and to Perſons, as 
already obſerved, extremely unfit for the Exertion 
of ſuch an Eccleſiaſtical Authority ; becauſe of their 
Incompetency, in judging of Caſes out of their Pro- 
vince ; becauſe of their [ndifference, in the due Con- 
duct of Things they are taught to deſpiſe ; and, fi- 


nally, becauſe of the Advantage they may fancy to 
themſelves, in ſeeing ſuch Things 1 adminiſtered. 
- What Heart-burnings all this would produce a- 


mong an obedient People, I need not ſay.— The 
Flame of Oppoſition being long exhauſted, no ne 
Flame would be raiſed. —But the Fainting-fits of the 


/ 


Nation would be increaſed prodigioufly, by the Flight 


of Numbers, who can ſubmit to every Thing, while 
Religion is «untouched; and who could never hitherto 
be brought to follow the Example of others of the 
Party, by ſubmitting to the /aff Remedy, Exile. — 
Thus might Depopulation become the Lot of a Coun- 
try, already too thin of Inhabitants. ' Lands, Land- 
lords, public Credit, would fall together ; and theſe 
Events (for a conſiderable Time at leaft) would be 
all the Acquiſitions of the Proteftant Intereſt, had the 
Bill paſſed into a Law ! | 
The Exerciſe of Epiſcopal Authority by Laymen, 
was never admitted in the Church of England, with 
which that of Vreland holds Communion ; and I 
non: greatly, whether /uch a Prafice did ever any 
ood in the Chriſtian / . And, however me 
«th, W.--- the 
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the Alliance between Church and State may be, yet, 
each hath its diſtinctive and incommunicable Limits, as 
well as Objects. One cannot uſurp upon the other, 
without invading certain Privileges, the Security of 
which, became the Foundation of the Alliance ilſelf, 
and without which, none could be ever entered into, 
To this Confuſion of the two Powers: it is, that ſe- 
veral temporal Invaſions of the Court of Rome have 
been owing : And ſo odious, in Truth, have thoſe 
Invaſions proved to ſeveral civil Governments, that 
Europe, for ſome Time, ſmarted under the Conſe- 
quences, But theſe Invaſions were temporary They 
have been repreſſed, in moſt Catholic Countries : The 
Catholic Religion is not accountable for em; and 
- ſucceeding Roman Pontiffs virtually diſavowed them. 
The Promiſes of Diuturnity to the Church, never in- 
cluded the Permanence of what did not belong 1% it, 
or of what might withdraw Reverence from it; and 
the papal Authority is na confined, in all independent 
States, within the preciſe Idea, wherein it was con- 
ceived, ' when the Church, inſtead of being in any 
Alliance with. the State, was perſecuted by it, 

The fr/ Biſhop of Rome preſſed Obedience to the 
Government of his Times, though in no Communion 
with him; the pre/ent did the ſame, in regard to ours. 
Let thoſe who preach our Doctrine“ (faith 
Benedict? the 14th.) © give no Offence to the eſta. 
« bliſhed. Government in England, but let them 
« REVERE it. Let them exhibit, by their own 
Example, and enforce, by Eccleſiaſtical Puniſh- 
« ment, the Conduct which our ſpiritual Children 
& ought to hold in that Kingdom.” —Such are the 
Documents of that /prritual popiſb Supremacy, which, 
inſtead of giving any Alarm, ſhould be much com- 
mended ; as, in Fact, it gives a better Security to the 
preſent Government, in regard to the Roman Cathe- 
lic than any penal Law ever did, or can afford. 

This Review is more edifying, than ſwelling Vo- 
lumes with the Exceſſes of a Gregory the Seventh, an 
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Alexander the Sixth, or a Julius the Second. We 
reflect with Concern and real Sorrow on ſuch Con- 
duct in piritual Fathers; and God forbid, that any 
Chriſtian ſhould expoſe their Deviations in any other 
Spirit —Popes, and all Ecclefiaſtics, are taken out 
of the Body of the Layety ; out of that common 
Corruption, which purſues frail Men to the Brink of 
the Altar, and but too often to that of the Grave. 
Their moral Impeccability is not in the Nature of 
Things. Their political Authority may, in /ome 
Conjunctures, be uſeful : It cannot be impoſed in 
any; and it may be reſiſted in all, although not in 
the Inſtance we have quoted, WITHOUT GREAT 
INJURY TO OUR PRESENT CONSTITUTION. 
— This is the Truth of the whole mighty Matter : 
And much, God knows! they have to anſwer for, 
who, for ſeveral Centuries paſt, have kept up that 
Phrenzy of Controverſy, which reſolves the I Conduct 
of ſpiritual Paſtors into a Charge on God's Church. — 
Is not this to combat a tranſitory Evil, by the Per- 
petuity of one vaſtly more hurtful to the Community ? 
Is it not, in Fact, the Renunciation of Chriſtianity, 
under the ſhameful Pretence of ſerving its Cauſe ? 

A Repeal of (a) the ſevere Laws againſt the Ro- 
man Catholics of England, hath been attempted, and 9 
fruſtrated by the Interpoſition of ſome odd Cireum — 
ſtances, which it is here needleſs to recount. It is? © © 
enough to remember, that the Wiſdom of the Na- 
tion was not then in Fault, and that its Attention, 
hath not been fince turned to this Point. Thoſe 
Statutes were ratified, in the firſt of Queen Eliza- 
beth, againſt Men, who were ſevere in their Turn, 
who, we may ſuppoſe, had the Will, if not the 
Power, to reinſtate themſelves by every Means, al 
overturn what was eſtabliſhed. Parties were nearly 


« Theſe Laws of England are not ſanguinary (faith the ade 
n We ) but are ſo rigorous, as 60 do all the Miſchief | 
that could be ** Vol. I. p. 388. - 
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on a Balance; and it was found expedient to diſarm 
the Enemies of the new Conſtitution, by all the 
Force and all the Terrors of Law. This, I believe, 
is always the Caſe in ſuch Conflicts; and the ſangui- 
nary Conſequences ſhew, how any great Changes in 
Church and State are, of al] Ewils, the moſt to be 
.avoided and dreaded. The Ruin, if not the total Ex- 
tinction, of one Party or other, is but too often the 
only Foundation for national Quiet ! But he who 
ſhould advance, that -/uch Circumſtances /ub/t at 
preſent, means very diſhoneſtly to impoſe upon o- 
zhers; for on himſelf he cannot. The Tragedy of 
thoſe Times is long ſince removed from our Sight, 
ehe Roman Catholics live here, at preſent, in the 
- Jame Diſpoſitions as thoſe in China and Ethiopia : And 
happy would zz be for us all, could we ſay, that they 
enjoy equal Inmunitias under a Chriſtian, as under an 
Heathen Government. But this is not the Caſe. In 
this Country, it is highly penal-by Law for a Roman 
Catholic Clergyman to exerciſe any ſpiritual Function: 
and, to return to the Religion of a Man's Conſcience, 
is incurring the Penalty of Premunire. A Fapiſt is 
allowed no landed Property; but ſuch as is confined, 
not only within Limitations of Time, but even within 
Very narrow Limits of Profit. Should a Popiſh Pri- 
vateer land on our Coaſt, the Damage committed 
muſt be repaired by a Tax on the innocent Popiſþ 
Inhabitants. Even the more helpleſs Sex hath not 
eſcaped; a Popiſh Widow being intitled to no An- 
nuity in this unfortunate Kingdom, In a Word; 
the riß Statutes againſt this terrible People compoſe 
a large Volume, without the Inſertion of any one di/- 
criminating Period - So far are we from being govern- 
ed by the w/e Maxim of Queen Elizabeth, who, in 
the moſt perilous Times of ber Government, made (fo 
ſhe termed it) the proper (b) Diftinttion between 
Fapiſts in Conſcience, and Papiſts in Faction. 

. See the Remarks on the Hiſtory of England by Mr. Oldeaftle 
and the Craftſman. Vol. VII. Lond, Edit. . 
£ | 
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The Roman Catholics of England exceed thoſe of Ire 

land in Property, as they fall ſhort of them in Numbers 
and certain it is, that, after the Deductions, by the 
Gavel-Law, by Migration, and by Famine, are made; 
yet ſtill, the Papiſts of lreland are as numerous at this 
Day, as they were in the Year ſeventeen hundred and 
three, when almoſt every Expedrent for preventing their 
Growth was eſtabliſhed. They, and the Proteſtants 
together, indeed, hold 0 Proportion to the Num- 
- bers which this Iſland might maintain in great A 
fluence , and the latter, living chiefly on the Rents of 
Tenants, curbed in Induſtry, have made no Progreſs, 
like what might be expected, in Wealth and Land- 
Emprovements. The DUBLIN SOCIETY have 
made noble Efforts; but, from the Nature of their 
Conſtitution, they could make no Progreſs adequate to 
our Wants; and Ireland, ſo fairly intitled, by (a) Cli- 

mate, Soil, and Situation, to be one of the wealibig, is, 

at this Hour, one of the pooreſt Countries in Chriſtendom 
as we have before obſerved. Shall Religion faſten this de- 
fireable Syſtem of Things upon us, and teach us, that 
civil Orthodoxy is not ſuffictent for all the Purpoſes of 
Civil Society? Shall we, under our preſent Diſtreſſes, 
be. taught, that there can be no Union on Principles 
obvious to our Reaſon, until there 1s a thorough Union 
between us and the Papr/ts, on Principles above it ? 


(a) Notwithſtanding this Excellence of our Climate ; yet'a re- 
markable Change (like ſome Changes, equally obſervable, in ſeveral 
Parts of America) hath of late produced very alarming Effects in 
this Iſland. For ſix Years vaſt, we hardly had any Variation of 
Seaſons. The Rains have been almoſt inceſſant; attended with 

" blaſting Winds: The Fruits of the Earth have been unuſually 
leſſened, in Quantity and Maturity, And our d.flempered Air pro- 
duced the common Conſequences ; Famine among the Inhabitants, 
and Mortality to our Flocks and Herds. — All the phyſical Cauſes of 
this conſtant Succeſſion of bad Weather, may remain for ever in- 
ſcrutable; but one is evident and demonſtable ; our Moraſſes and 
Waſtes e ſe the Humidity of our Air, and the Humidity en- 
creaſes the” Moraſſes : Thus; conſtant Evaporation affording con- 
ſtant Supplies, the Evil muſt ſpread more and more, until this one 
Cauſe of it is removed, by the Induſtry of Men. 5 


. DIED 
By what Fatality hath it come about, that the Britiſb 


Colonies in America have proſpered more, in ninety 
Years, than thoſe of Ireland, in five hundred ? 


« Whoſe Fault is it“ (that I may uſe the Words of 
the virtuous and amiable Biſhop Berkley) “ whoſe 
Fault is it, if poor Vreland ſtill continues poor?“ 

To puniſh for Crimes which do not. exift, is an 
Outrage to Nature and every free Form of Govern- 
ment: To puniſh for Crimes 10 come, is not Policy, 
but an Abſurdity, which confounds 7he everlaſting 
Boundaries of Right and Wrong. It renounces, and it 


forfeits, in Conſequence, the Utility of all thoſe Mea- 


fures, which not only prevent the Crime itſelf, but 
which neceſſarily mark out the proper Objetts of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments. Such an abſurd Policy /u/- 
peers every Evil, and Suſpicion, in this Caſe, is gene- 
rally remor/ele/s and implacable. The Spirit of it tends 


to Evil; and wiſe Men have, in all Ages, been care- 


ful to cloſe u Avenue, by which it might enter ; 
the Mind o Man being 10 Acros to x; any 
Dignity of Nature, when once a Retainer to it. | 

the /malleft Drop of this Spirit entered into any pe- 
na Law of this Kingdom, it is Time to let it out. — 
(a) © Hiſtory ſufficiently informs us, that penal 
Las never had any other Effect, but to deſtroy.” 
And to what other Cauſe, but to the ill-founded 
Jealouſy againft Roman Catholics, can we attribute 
| their being allowed no other than a per/onal Security for 
a monied Property? a ftrange and unexampled Iuterdict, 
which eſtabliſhes a Dependence not to, but from 
the State Can this be a Support to the Proteftant 
Intereft ? Can Emprovements be made; can our 
waſte Country be reclatmed, while thoſe, who could 


emprove and reclaim, are bound and fettered ? Or, 


ſhould this Country be ever invaded by its Enemies, 
(by Nature, as well as Situation) is Inconnexion 


the be/t Security it can have? the Inconnexion of a 


fa) See Spirit of Laws, Vol. II. Lib. 25. pag. 161, 


Millicn | 
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Million of obedient People? Who are to be depend- 
ed upon in the Day of Danger, thoſe who have a fixt 
Property to loſe, or thoſe who have none” ? 

When ſhall we learn the great and important 
Truth, that every Mode of Faith is abhorrent of moral 
Evil, or that thoſe political Evils, which ay may 
beget, and Ignorance defend, by miſtaken Expoſiti- 
ons of Chriſtian Doftrine, uſt, in the Courſe of 
Things, have their Period? After Craft gains or de- 
feats its own Ends, is it not natural that Knowledge 
ſhould take its Turn to expound for jel z and in- 
cline the Actions 70 the Rule, inſtead of warping the 
Rule to the Aftions ? When ſhall we unlearn the * * 
hood, when be delivered from the Bondage, of that 
peſtilent Maxim; that Evil Doings are to be referred 

to Religion, and not to the moral Depravities of Men; 
whoſe Faith is merely /peculatrue, and whoſe moral 
Senſe, as well as religious Principle, operates not at 
all, or but too faintly, to produce ag F ruit of pub- 
lic or private Virtue? . 

The Releaſement of ſuch Papiſts as have good 
Senſe enough to conſult their own Intereſt, and Reli- 
gion enough to revere our Government, (as the pre- 
ſent Pope inſtructed them to do,) would reſtore our 
Affairs greatly out of their preſent diſtempered Con- 
dition. The Income of Lhd pit and conſequent- 
ly the Proteftant Intereſt, would encreaſe thereby one 

fth, at leaſt, in a few Years; and, in many more, 
would double what it amounts to already.—This is 
far from being a Theory, calculated to exaggerate 
and deceive. What can ſpread and improve Manu- 
factures in any Country more, than a fixed Property 
-in the Lands wherein they are raiſed and wrought ? 
Are not ſuch Lands, at preſent, moſtly in the Hands 
of Poprſh Graziers? Can Manufactures flouriſh, where 
one Half of thoſe, who ſhould. till the Land, are 
diſcouraged from Agriculture? Would not e Mil- 
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« jad of mountainous Acres, now worth little more 
than five Pounds to each Hundred, produce, in 
ſome Years, hence, five hundred thouſand Pounds per 
Annum, more than the preſent. National Rental a- 
mounts to? Can the ableſt Computer in the King- 
dom deny the Evidence of this Calculation ? Or can 
our wafte Lands be poſſibly reduced in his Age, or 
in the next, without encouraging the Papifts to do 
us this Service, and remove a Nuſance fo infinitely 
more hurtful, in every Reſpect, han Popery itſelf ? 
The Judgment formed by wiſe Queen Elizabeth, 
in Regard to her Popiſh Subjetts, we have ſeen; the 
Conduct of King William and Queen Anne towards 
them, we have ſeen alſo; but in very different De- 
grees of Senſibility, as well as very different Conſe- 
quences on the Proſperity of the whole Nation. 
How his preſent and his late Majeſty conducted 
themſelves towards Roman Catholics, where their Au- 
thority ſuffers from no Controul of Law, we all 
know. The Senſe of ſuch wiſe Princes, in a Caſe 
of ſo much Importance to our National Intereſt, „1 

mould, ſurely, have its proper Weigbt.— From their 
Example, we may learn how to convert Eccleſiaſtical 

| Diſſenters into ' uſeful and loyal Subjects; and from 

* their Succeſs, 'we may learn, that the national Po- 

| verty, incurred by penal Laws, is not the proper Ex- 

[ Penlient for promoting the Frolgſtant Intereſt. | 

2 It is full Time, God knows! to ſhake off 'theſe ; 

| Dotages of Preoccupation, which ſerve only to ſwell | 


| up that long Inventory of pungent Evils we now 
ſmart, and ever fmarted under; and which, it ſeems, 

| have been reſerved for Chriſtian Nations above all 
| others in the Records of Time! This Reflexion bor- 
rows Grief from a doubtful Report, (for / 1 hope it 

is) that one of the chief Objections to the late Re- 
grftry-Bull, was; that it implied'a Toleration of Po- 

| Pery, by Law. Good God! what an Objection is here! 
may not any Religion be tolerated” by Law, whoſe 
Votanes neither profeſs nor aft aught againſt * 
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Is Toleration an Eſtabliſhment ? If it be not an Eftay 
Bliſhment, where is the Danger? What becomes of 
the Principles laid down by King William, on his 
Acceſſion to the Throne? What Revolution in Po- 
licy is this, which croſſes upon the faireſt Principles 
of the REVOLUTION % ? ob 

To find ſuch an Objection, with many more equal- 
ly weak, invading the public [ntereft, would be ſtrange 
indeed ; if Experience had not taught us, how much 
eaſier it is to maintain any Law, good or bad, than 
to enact one. Perpetuity, annexed to legiſlative Sta- 
tutes, gains them a Reverence, and generally gives 
them an Authority, almoſt ſacred, in the Eyes Pike 
Public. And ſure we are, that ſeveral Men, who 
never would be brought to move for the Revival of 
a penal Law hurtful to their Country, would, never- 
theleſs, readily oppo/e the Repeal f any. This is no 
Paradox. There is Something unaccountable in the 
Nature of popular Aſſemblies, as well as in every 
other! Any plauſible Pretext (plauſible becauſe prpu- ' 
- 1M fuffcient for the Purpoſes of Oppaſition. In 
the Caſe of reviving miſtaken Laws, private Views + 
mix not ſo much with public Confiderations; and Pa- 
triotiſm hath great Difficulties to- encounter, where 
popular Oppoſition hath none at all: To this mighty 
Advantage it may be added; that, in all complex 
Queſtions, the dark and unfair may be expoſed, by 
Art, in Colours, which do not belong to them. Nega- 
tive Laws themſelves, if tending to Evil, operate but 
ſlowly, if unconſtitutional, they will be relaxed in the 
Execution, as far, at leaſt, as executive Wiſdom is 
permitted to go: And the Exiſtence of ſuch Diſeaſes 
may be ſafely con!roverted;, becauſe they lurk, and 
ſeldom inſult, in he acute Pains, which, by alarming, 
often /ave the Body-politic, The flow: Evil is cer- 
tainly the more dangerous, as little attended to, and 
(for bye-Reaſons) %s acknowledged. And this is fo 
inflexibly true, that, were all our Popery Laws put in 
rigorous Execution, the Evil would not be fo great 

| in 
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in that Caſe, as in the periodical Returns, to which 
the other is ſubject.—In the former, the Kingdom 
ould ſoon be rid of Popery; and, however ſuch 
Violence might be deſtructive to the preſent Age, 
ret, in future Time, Strength might grow out of 
'eakneſs, and this infant State of Things might 
arrive to political Manhood : In the latter; a dead 
Ague ſticks to the Public, and an obſtinate Neglect 
of Remedies may end in certain, tho ſlow Diſſolu- 
tion. . | 
All this is brought to prove, how reſerved, how cau- 

tious Men ought to be, in oppoſing a Repeal of any in- 
capacitating Laws, who/e Object is long ſince remov-_ 
ed, and whoſe Conſequences muſt be inevitably rum- 
ous, under the moral Impoſſibility that /uch Object 
can ever exiſt, While we hold our preſent Connexion 
with Great Britain, —The preſent Parliament is com- 
poſed of the wiſeſt Men this Kingdom ever produ- 
ced, and no Kingdom ever wanted more the Care of 
ſuob Patriots. In particular, it would be a great 
Omiſſion not to recognize the good Senſe, the great 
Knowledge, and the elevated Sentiments, of ſeveral » 
Great Men among us; as well as the Application of 
thoſe ſuperior Advantages to the true Intereſts of their 
Country : . And it is a Pleaſure to remark, that they 
are ſuch as are peculiarly diſtinguiſbed by the Penetra- 
tion, as they are honoured by the Favors, of His pre- 
ſent Majeſty.—Good may confidently be expected 


7 


from them Their Labors can not fail of the h1gheſ® „ 


Reward: They will be paid, in producing Proſperity 
to the Public; or, if they fail in hat; they will be paid 
in Fame; in the Gratitude of the preſent Age, or in 
the Emulation of a ier and better? 

Nor ought we to forget the Efforts of a few Ro- 
man Catholics, even in this their fettered Condition. 
Mr. Wyst of Waterford hath too much Merit with 
his Country, to derive any Part of it from Anceſtors 


dear to the Public, and honoured, in former Time, 
by Britiſo Monarchs. This Gentleman, at an Ex- 
8 pence, 


' 


/ 


» 
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e, to which few: private Fortunes are equal, 
fach introduced uſeful into this Kingdom; and, 

i he failed in any, it was not from any Impracticabi- 

ny in the Scheme itſeif; but from the Want of that 
Mflance, which Ambition for the public Intergſt ſhould 
never ſtand deftitute of. Public Services are intitled 
to public Rewards, not to thoſe legal Puniſhments, of 
which Mr. Wyse, of all Men living, i perhaps the 
moſt improper Object. — 
Mr. Misszgr of Dowdingftown hath ſhewn to 
| what Perfection the Buſineſs of Tillage may be 
11 brought, in Lreland. Undeterred, by the Diſcourage- 
ments attending ſuch an Occupation, in one of his 
Profeſſion, he went through the whole Proceſs of 
Expence, and ſtirred up the Emulation of Gentle- 
men, beſt qualified, by Law, for that moſt uſeful In- 
duſtry. Mr. MissgT, in a Word, is a valuable 
Member of the Community, in a Country circum- 
ſtanced like ours: A Change of Religion might very 
poſſibly render him an abler Subject to the preſent 
Government; a better it could not. 

91 * But the Endeavors of a few ſuch diſabled Men 
are not (I will be bold to ſay) equal to the Services of 
others, whom our Laws devote to Priſons, Tranſpor- 
tation, and capital Puniſhment ; of Men, who, by their 
excellent Preachings and Inſtructions, give that Ef- 
ficacy to human Laws, which no Terrors of Magi- 

' tracy can extort. In Truth; the Roman Catholics of 
„ Britain and Ireland owe more, perhaps, to many of 
their preſent Paſtors, than to any who preached a- 
mong them, ſince the Reception of Chriſtianity in 
theſe Iſlands. Duties, which can not be /eparated 
in any Country, without the wor Conſequences, theſe 
excellent Inſtructors have taken Care to keep united 
in the Hearts of thoſe, who hear them. They have 
been inceſſant in preſſing on them their Duty to God, 
and, next to hat, the Obedience they owe 10 rhe 


* In the County of Kildare, 
preſent 
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the preſent Diſadvantages of thoſe who o 


in others, the proper Objefts of Dungeons and Exile? 


or *® are the Laws, which doom honeſt Men to ſuch 


a Fate, the he, Guards to Liberty and Virtue? 


Since the late Revolution, or, more properly ſpeak- - 


ing, ſince, the Reſtoration of the Monarchy , all reli- 


us Violence ceaſed, and religious Submiſſion en- 
ſued, on the Part of thoſe, who are moſt expoſed to- 


penal Laws and popular Puniſhment. +What, then, 
CLontinueth the evil Zfe#, after this long Extinction 
of the Cauſe? Can the Proteſtant Intereſt be endan- 
gered in theſe Countries, while Britain is at the Head 


of it, and while Roman Cathohcs hold it a Crime 
to offer it the ſmalleſt civil Diſturbance ? May we not 


entruſt Britain with the external Care of this Prote- 
ſtant Intereſt, as we entruſt her with a ſuperior Le- 


giſlation; the Regulations of Commerce, the Power 


of Peace and War? And in regard to the internal 
Care of the ſame Intereſt, much it would gain, no 
Doubt, from the only Means left, in that Inſtance, 


for promoting it; the Encouragement of uſeful Arts, 
and the Security of this Conſtitution to every conſti- 


tutional Subject, whatever his Religion be, Popr/ſo or 


Puritan.—We require the Honeſty, the Induſtry and 


ſound Principles of every Party, in our preſent un- 
happy Circumſtances ; not their Zeal for bis or that 


Point in Ecclefraftical Warfare; Points which, ſurely, 


on the Principles' of the Reformation, every Man 
may, with Impunity, believe, in his own Way, and 
by the Lights of his own free Reaſon, divorced from 
Faction or factious Principles. And this Liberty is 


the more to be indulged to the public Intereſt, if it 


©. * See Spirit of Lawns, Vol. 1. B. 1g. Clap. 27. P. 388. Dab. 
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can 


preſent Government. God hath given ſuch Endea- 
vors a Blefling, and the Government hath reaped 
the Fruits, as much as they could be _ under 

er them. 
Are theſe Men of Virtue, and theſe Promoters of it 


— 


| 
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ran be diſcovered; that any onerous Taxes upon Opi- 
nion have contributed to reduce us to the State We 
are now in. 1 = 2 
Variety of Religions is, no Doubt, a great Puniſh- 
ment; the indelible: Brand of the Almighty on hu 
man Pride; and a tacit Recognition of human no- 
rauce, in thoſe moſt important Points, wherein we 
deem ourſelves leaſt ignorant. However little we 
may edify by this tremenduous Leſſon of Humilia- 
- tion ; however juſt this Diſpenſation muſt certainly 
be; and however diſtant the wiſe Purpoſes of it may 
be from human Cognizance; yet, is it for weak 
Mortals, Where the Public is no way endangered, / to 
are this Judgment with God, uncalled and uncom- 
-miſſioned? If diſcordant Modes of Faith be this Pu- 
niſhment, under the immediate Permiſſion of the 
Deity; ſhall we endeavour, by human Laus, to 
make it il 4 greater, by mediate and unprovoked 
- Penalties ? Or, is not Perſecution like the ſtrong blind 
Man in a Crowd, who neceſſarily deals his Strokes 
promiſcuouſly, and hurts his Friends, while he pur- 
poſes only to diſarm his Foes, real or reputed ?—lt 
ſhould, certainly, be the Endeavor, and Buſineſs al- 
ſo, of Stateſmen and Legiſlators, to make this Pu- 
niſhment of various Religions fit as /zghily on Man- 
kind as poſſibleQ. 2% 45 ; 
In Truth; the Roman: Catholics of Britain and 
Ireland owe no Tax of Miſery and Wretchedneſs 
to the preſent Government, although many are 
levied on them with great Uſury, and to the Govern- 
ment's great Detriment. Since the late Revolution, 
(to go no further back) they have faithfully fulfilled 
every civil Duty, which the Law permits them to 
exereiſe: And if they have nbt done all this from 
the mercenary Principle, which engages the Loyalty 
of Many, yet they have done it from a better; from 
the Renunciation of Paſſions, which, of all others, 
are the moſt buſy, as in their Nature they are the 
moft ſolliciting : And this they have done, from a 
Conſciouſneſs, © that the Duties enjoyned by their 
_— D Religion, 
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Religion, can not be complied with, without fuch 4 

- Sacrifice. | | | 
To conclude: If ſome Parliamentary Remedy be 

not adminiftred,” in the preſent hectic State of this 

Kingdom, the People inhabiting it will be undone. 
This Diſtemperature is long growing upon us: It is 
now brought to a Crifis, The Cure is eaſy; ſince 
no Symptoms remain of that Eccleſiaſtical Virulence, 

. which formerly produced dreadful Convulſions; 
fince no Rage of Oppoſition, nor the ſmalleſt Diſ- 
poſition towards Diſaffection, can ſtand in the Way of 
ſuch a Cure. No Party, at preſent, is what it was 1 
in former Time ; nor are there any Materials fubſiſt- - 
ing for forming new Factions in the State. We 
are become wi/e by Experience; wiſe by new Lights 
of Knowledge; and we are /afe, by this Length of 
Settlement and faithful Aquieſcence under it. We 
Have thoſe Advantages, which alone can elevate the * 
Minds, ſoften the Hearts, and better the Condi- 
tion of the Public, if we can but prevail on our- 
ſelves to draw out thoſe Advantages into Uſe. We Py 
have renounced to Superſtition in Religion, which 
-never yet operated but to the Debaſement of our 

Nature: Let us renounce to Superſtition in Politics 
alſo,—No more is neceſſary. In ſuch a Temper, 
we may confidently expect all the Relief due from 
legiſlative Wiſdom to an INNOXIOUS, SUF- 
FERING, AND FAMISHED PEOPLE. | 

The E ND. 
r 
POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE our writing the above Tract; we have 
| "conſulted the Thoughts of Biſhop BerkLevy, 

publiſhed on the ſame Subject two and twenty Years 
ago, under the Modeſt Title of Queries, &c. It 
muſt be pleaſing to the able, and exquilitely fo, to 
| the weakeſt Writer, to find himſelf ſupported by as 
worthy, as knowing, and as wiſe a Man, as this or 
any Country ever produced. Our Thoughts = 

CIQGC, 


"1p? 
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cide. His with, great Str and Preciſion, ſub- 
mitted to. the Judgment of our own Legiſlature; 
mine propoſed directly, but with equal Deference : 1 
have ſelected the ing weries (out of many 
more, highly intereſting) as moſt ap 


poſite, in giving 
Force to the Part of the Subject I have undertaken. 
I could not make the Public either a better Preſent, 
or a better Attonement for my own Wants. I could 
not poſſibly furniſh better Proofs, not only to ffrength- 
en, but to complete, my own Argument. | 
QUERIES by the Biſhop of CLOYNE. 
HETHER there be upon Earth any Chr:/- 
W tian or civilized People, /o beggarly, wretched, 
and deſtitute, as the common Iriſh ? 

Whether, nevertheleſs, there is any other People, 
whoſe Wants may be more eafily ſupplied from home? 

Whether, if there was a Wall of Braſs, a thouſand 
Cubits high, round this Kingdom, our Natives might 
not, nevertheleſs, live cleanly and comfortably, 1100 
the Lands, and reap the Fruits of it? 

What ſhould hinder us from exerting ourſelves, 
uſing our Hands and Brains, doing Something or 
other, Man, Woman and Child, #ke the other Inhabi- 
tants of God's Earth? 

Be the reſtraining our Trade well or ill-adviſed in 
our Neighbours, with Reſpect to their own Intereſt, 
yet, whether it be not plainly ours to accommodate 
ourſelves to it? | 

Whether, it be not vain to think of perſuading 
other People to ſee their Intereſt, while we continue 
blind to our own? | 

Whether there be any other Nation poſſeſſed of 
much good Land, and fo many able Hands to work it, 
which yet is beholden for Bread to foreign Countries ? 

Whether it be true, that we import Corn to the Va- 
lue of “ two hundred thouſand Pounds, in ſome Years? - 

® To this Query may be added another, by Way of Corollary: 
Whether, for three Years paſt, we have not paid two hundred 
thouſand Pounds per Annum, for Corn imported into the City of 
Dublin alone? | | | © 

D 2 Whether 


w_ 
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--Whether national Wants ought not to be the Rule 
of. Trade? and whether the moſt preffing Hants of 
the „ OUGHT: NOT FO BE FIRST CON 
SIDERED. 


Whether it is poflible che Gum could be well | 


improved, while" our Beef is — a our La- 
bourers live upon Pptatuesss 
Whether the Quantities of Beek," — Wool, 
and Leather, exported from this Iſland, can be rec- 
koned the Superſſuities of a Country, WHERE. 
THERE ARE SO MANT NATIVES NAKED 
AND FAMISHED ? | © apa 
Whether ſhe would not be a very vile Matron, and 
juſtly thought either mad or. fooliſh, that ſhould: give 


away the Neceſſaries of Life from her. NAKED AND 


FAMISHED CHILDREN, in Exchange for Pearls 
to ſtick. in her Hair, and Sweet-meats to pleaſe her 


own Palate? 
Whether Hungry Cattle will not leap over” Bounds ; 


And whether moſt. Men are not hungry where ex- 


penſive Faſhions obtain ? 
Whether any Art of Manufacture be /o di Heul, 
as the making good Laus? 

Whether the Public is more concerned in an) 
Thing, than the PROCREATION OF GOO 
CITIZENS? ? 

Whether it is poſſible the State ſhould not thrive, 
whereof the lower Part were induſtrious, and the 

wiſe? 

Whether, as Induſtry encreaſed, our Manufac- 
| tures would not flouriſh; and as theſe flouriſhed, whe-. 

ther better Returns would not be made from Eftates 
2 their Landlords, both within and without the 


ingdom? 


To this may be added —Whether a Conjunction of the Powers, 
without any Concern owe a Conjunction of tbe Wills of the State,. 


be the Way to Sec 


1 
Whether the Powers muſt not be weak, where the Will; are o 


alſd ? 


erf LAY de more er lä des dhe Lies "of e 


| Powers and 4 ll; of every Cee under Heaven? 


* | D 3 Whether, 
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Whether a Nation might not be conſidered as a 
Family? 3 41 
Whether a Scheme for the Welfare of this King- 
dom ſhould not take in the WHOLE INHABE- 
TANTS? and whether it be not a vain Attempt, to 
project the flouriſhing of our Proteſtant Gentry, ex-; 
cluſive of the BULK of the Natives? | 
Whether an. Oath, teſtifying: Allegiance to the 
King, and diſclaiming the Pope's Authority IN 
TEMPORAES, may not be juſtly required of the 
Roman-Catholics? and whether, in common Prudence 
18 or Policy, any Prieſt ſhould be tolerated Who re- 
fuſeth to take it? | | == 
Whether there is any ſuch Thing as a Body of 
Inhabitants, in any Roman-Catholic Country: under tie 
Sun, that profeſs an ab/olute Submiſſion to the Pope's 
Orders in Matters of an indifferent Nature, or, that, 
in /uch Points, do not think it their Duty to obey the 
crvil Government? ? 
Whether, ſince the Peace of Utrecht, Maſs was not 
celebrated, and the Sacraments adminiſtred, in divers 
D. dceeſes of Sicily, notwithſtanding thePope'sInterdict?, 
Whether, in Imitation of the ſeſuits of Paris, who 
admit Proteſtants to ſtudy in their Colleges, it may» 
not be right for us alſo to admit Roman-Catholtes ita 
our College; without obliging them to attend, Cha- 
— pel- Duties, or Catechiſms, or Divinity-Lectures? And 
whether this would not keep Money in the Kingdom, 
1 and prevent the Prejudices of a foreign Education? 
Whether a Squire, poſſeſſed of Land to the Va- 
lue of a thouſand Pounds per Annum, or a Mer- 
chant worth twenty thouſand Pounds in Caſh, would 
have moſt Power to do Good or Evil, on any Emergen- 
cy? and whether ſuffering Roman-Catholics to purchaſe 
forfeited Lands would not be good Policy, as tending 
to unite their Intereſt with that of the Government? 
Whether a Merchant can not more ſpeedily raiſe a 
Sum, more eaſily conceal or transfer his Effects, and 
engage in any deſperate Defign, with more ſafety, 


than 


[ 54 ] 


| than a landed Man, whoſe Efate is a Pledge for his 


Behaviour ? 


Whether there be any Country in Chriſtendom 

more capable of Emprovement, than Hreland ? + 
Whether. we are not as far before other Nations, 

with Reſpect to natural Advantages, as we are behind 
them, with Reſpect to Arts and Induſtry? 

Whether we do not live in a moſt fertile Soil and 
temperate Climate; and yet, whether our People, in 
general, do NOT FEEL GREAT WANT AND 
MISERY ? | 


Whether my Countrymen are not readier at find- 


ing Excuſes, than Remedies? 

Whether there be any People, who have more Lei- 
ſure to cultivate the Arts of Peace, and ſtudy the public 
Meal? 5 | | 

Whether other Nations, who enjoy any Share of 


Freedom, and have great Objects in View, be not 


unavoidably em ed and diſtracted by Factions? 


But whether we do not divide upon Trifles ? AND 


WHETHER OUR PARTIES ARE NOT A BUR- 
LESQUE UPON POLITICS ? 


Whether it be not an Advantage, that we are not 
embroiled in foreign Affairs; that we hold not the Ba- 
| lance of Europe; that we are protected by other Fleets 


and Armies; that it is the true Intereſt of a powerful 
People, from whom we are deſcended, to guard us 
on all Sides? | 

Whether the great and general Aim of the Public, 
ſhould not be, IO EMPLOY THE PEOPLE? 

Whether it would not be a poor and illjudged 

Project, to attempt to promote the Good of the Com- 
munity, by INVADING THE RIGHTS OF ONE 
PART THEREOF, OR OF ONE PARTICULAR 
ORDER OF MEN 

Whether there' be a more wretched, and at the 
ſame Time a more unpitied Caſe, than for men 


to make Precedents, FOR THEIR OWN UN- 
DOING ? 2 
| Whether 


FN 
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Whether, to determine about the Rights and 
Properties of Men, “ by other Rules than the Law, 
be — dangerous? 

Whether thoſe Men, who move the Corner: ones 
of the Conſtitution, may not pull an old Houſe on 
their own Heads? 

Whether there be not two general Methods, 
whereby Men become Sharers in the national Stock 
of Wealth or Power; Induſtry and Inheritance? and 
whether it would be wiſe in a civil Society, to leſſen 
that Share which 1s alotted to Merit and Induſtry ? 

Whether there be any Thing perfect — the 
Sun? And, whether it be not with the World, as with 
a particular State, and with a State or Body- politic, as 
with the human Body, which lives and moves under 
various Indiſpoſitions; perfect Health being ſeldom 
or never to be found? 

Whether, nevertheleſs, Men ſhould not, in all 
Things, aim at Perfection? And therefore, whether 
any wiſe or good Man would be againſt applying Reme- 
dies ? But whether it is not natural to wiſh for a bene 
volent Phyfician ? 

Whether the public Happineſs be not propoſed, 
by the Legiſlature, and whether ſuch Happineſs doth. 
not contain that of the INDIVIDUALS ? 

Whether the main Point be not, to mul iply and em- 


ploy our People ? 


hether hearty Food and warm Cloathing, would. 
not enable and encourage the lower Sort to labour ? 
Whether, in ſuch a Soil as ours, if there was In- 
duſtry, there could be Want? 
Whether the Way to make Men induſtrious, be 
not TO LET THEM TASTE THE FRUITS OF 


We ought not to decide & the Laws of Liberty (faith Monteſ- 
quieu) which is only the Government of the Community, what 
ought to be decided by the Laws concerning * 2 public 
Good conſiſts in ects ones having that Property, which was given 
him by the civil Laws invariably preſerved. Spirit 745 Lui. Vol. II. 


B. 36. Cap. 15. 
THEIR 
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THER INDUSTRY And whether the labotwing | 
Ox ſhould be MUZZLED? 
Whether we ſhould not caſt about, by all Manner 
'of Means, to excite. — 7 and TO REMOVE 
I 


'W HATEVER -HINDERS'TT ? And whether we 
One ſhould not lend a helping Hand? 
Whether the Fable of nale and the Cirter, 


ever ſuited any Nation like this of Lreland! 


Whether it be not a new Spectacle under the Sun, 
to behold, in ſuch a Climate and ſuch a Soil, and 
under ſuch a gentle Government, ſo many Roads un- 


trodden, Fields untilled, "Houſes deſolate, and Hands un- 


employed ? 
Whether there is any Country 2 — Chriſtendom, 


either Kingdom or Republic, depe or indepen- 


dent, free or enſlaved, which may — 4 ord us an N 


fel WU, ? 
ther it ĩs poſſible for chis ee which hath , 


neither Mines of Gold, nor a free Trade, to ſupport 


| for any Time, the Vending out of Speere 2 


Whether any Kingdom in Europe be fo good a 


| Cu ſtomer at Bourdeaux, as Ireland? 


Whether Veland ean hope to thrive, if the major 
Part of her Patriots be in the French Intereſt =o 

Whether the Wealth of a Country, will not bear 
Proportion to the Skil and  Indiftry of © 115 Inhabi- 
tants ? 

Whether it is not a great Point, to know what we 
Nun be at? And whether whole States, as well as 
private Perſons, do not often Auctuate for Want 8 this 
Aenne 

Whether that, which employs and exerts the 
Force of a Community, deſerves not to be well con- 
ſidered, and well underſtoodꝰ 
| Whether it be not a fad Circumſtance, to live 
among lazy Beggars? And whether, on othet 


Hand, it would not be deliglitful to live in a Coun- 


try ſwarming, like Hina, with buſy People? 
Whoſe Fault is it, if poor ſtill continues 


poor? 


ET 
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